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60+1 Event Update

By Robert Hayward, chairman of the Diamond Anniversary steering group & Trustee of the

Bluebell Rdway Preservation Society

It was back in 2017 that we started planning the
OAOAOAT aoOE OAEAITTAG
with the Bluebell Railway. As we approach the
celebration of the running of the first train 60+1

years ago in 1960 on 8 August, ©6 © Ci1 1T A Ol

back to see what we have done to mark these
special milestones.

The first anniversary to commemorate was the
closure of the Lewes to East Grinstead line by
British Railways in 1958. We did that in the Spring
I £ WoOXAN
of four roundtrips per day as operated by British
Railways in the leadip to closure. However, what
OAAT AA 06001 EUS ET Xi YA
2018 as it was a more intensive service than
Bluebell would normally have put on duriniget
Spring season.

The reenactment of the last train on 16 March
2018 allowed us to commemorate that occasion in
style. We even had the train departing from
Sheffield Park towards Lewes and then arriving
back from the Lewes direction for the first time
since 1958. Of course, it was a cheat, because the
train was taken as far south as it could and then
was broughtback into the station! Importantly,
there were several people on that-enacted last
train who had been on the last train 60 years
earlier.

For that occasion, the Railway received a lot of
positive publicity in the local and national media,
including BBC South East TV news and local radio
who spent the afternoon with us. Also, during that
day, local schoolchildren had taken the
opportunity toA@DAOEAT AA Xi YPOS
I ATU EAAT 60 OOAOAITIT AA EI
of that was the Railway received a huge number of
lovely pictures and written work produced by the
children who were clearly inspired by their visit.
There were many repragted mementos being

sold in the shop; mugs, fridge magnets, badges
and clothing.

In 2019, there was another important diamond
anniversary to celebrate because it was the 60th
anniversary of the formation of the Bluebell

AU A Ad BAXER KA 60 EGE ICRIVSY RERSRTVation Society.

Tomark this important milestone, there was a
celebratory dinner held at Merjdian_ Hall in East _

D QrindtAdion Biday AsMareh (RO adthe: s&rle

date that 60 years earlier the Society had been
formed). That was a lovely occasion, and we were
honoured to have B Peter Hendy, chairman of
Network Rai) as guest speaker who praised the

work of the Society and Railway. The venue was
kindly sponsored by East Grinstead Town Council
and the then Mayor of East Grinstead, Cllr Rex
Whittaker, was also an honoured guest/e

AT ET UAA A 0G00I 11 AT OOUI /
own catering team. Some of the diners were so
impressed with the level of service they had

AT ET UAA OEAO AT NOEOEAO ¢
catering team could be booked for other

functions!

On 7 August 220 was the 60th anniversary of the
Bluebell Railway operating steatmauled

timetabled passenger trains. We had planned to
celebrate with a large threelay event and operate

the most intensive train service possible, along
vitboalog f otesagtpgties gl stations. That
“AOLRREPT RGP bAsAABAOBA
restrictions imposed a closure of the Railway for

an unknown period.

Swift thinking was needed, and our plans had to
evolve. The Railway was closed and in the absence
of being able to run trais or any finance, we ran a
virtual event online instead. We have much to be
proud about our 60 years of operation and we
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wanted to share that with our members, our Kingscote, East Gnstead and at Horsted Keynes
supporters and anyone who we could interest in stations.

our story. We did this with a 6@ay online
countdown via social media linked with a huge
amount of archive video plus specially produced
material and made available to those that were
confined to their homes during lockdown. This

At Horsted Keynes, our largest station and where
we have most room to hold our larger events,
there will be a festival atmosphere and a place to
enjoy good food and live bands playing classics
took a lot of effort by many people to achieve to from across the las$ix decades in Fhe even.ts field.
make it a success particularly liked thestop On S_aturday we ha\{e steam services late into t_he
[ 1 OEI 1T O3 0AAI[ ardtiemdé Of OCE evening anq enter.talnment from local bgnds. Kids
railway videosas well as the reopening video Kingdom will prow_de fun and games _swtable for
Gteam returns to Bluebell Railwdys ) £ UT O gll rassHFONthe big kids, brake van rides and diesel
them, then they can still be found on YouTube and  9VINg taster experiaces are planned, for

remain an important legacy of what Bluebell has example.

achieved and how it continues to inspire. Also, access will be available to areas across the
Railway normally restricted, including our carriage

grasped the opportunity to steam through 60 on 7 and wagon sh_eds, locomotive works a_nd runr_ling
August because that coincidently was the day the sheds with guided tours and presentations. Visit
2AEl xAU xAO AAI A OF OAI pRESET ie@”fﬁleﬂté'?pba% HYPd FeWPsy £

we had planned to celebrate but we had two good and see the work that they do.

When Government restctions were eased, we

reasons to do so that day. Runningitra on our Undoubtedly the highlight of the weekend

60th anniversary, which is what we all really festivities will be on Sunday afternoon for the
wanted to do albeit with a grander event, and locomotive cavalcade of all our working engines at
reopening to the public following lockdown. Horsted Keynes as has been the custom for our

We were overwhelmed by the support of the decadian anniversa@es. A truly spectacular event.

Also, our may weltknown celebrity friends and your friends about the event; we look forward to
other heritage railways sent us video birthday seeing you in August, whether as a visitor or
messages of congratulations for which we were helping out as a volunteer to make the threy

very grateful. It was a very memorable day. event a SUCCesS.

Looking forward a couple of weeks, on 6, 7 and 8 Furtherinformation and a selection of ticket types
August 2021 we hold our belatefiamond are available on the Bluebell website.

anniversary threeday long weekend of festivities

to celebrate 60+1 years of the Bluebell Railway. The planning for these events raised the possibility
AEA AT TAAPO xAB8OA OOEI 1 ofptiipEways céleprateE6d ye@$ of heERailwayA
to family and enthusiast vigitrs all the massive based on ideas submitted that we were not able to
achievements of the Bluebell Railway since 1960 take forward because of practicality and/or

and the work that goes on behind the scenes, financial reality. There were many suggestions to
particularly the craft skills and the way in which hire in locomotives from other lines, but the

our staff and volunteers make thRailway what it celebrations were always about the achievements
isz more than just a ride on a train thugh the of the Bluebell Ravay, and we wanted to

beautiful Sussex countryside. showcase our achievements. However, in 2018 we

did try to hire in @ BR Class 4 tank Jocomative and

RN LY A

) 0611 AA A DAAEAA xAAEAT Anifadsofsk AOIbOMORE thah fa®is&lfed E -

music, festivities and, of course, all our available the last train from East Grinstead, but none were
steam engines operating an intensive service available. We did display the origil number plate
along the line and activities at Sheffield Park, in the museum whilst it was on loan to us so the

historic connection was there.


https://youtu.be/CmUNua49KI4
https://youtu.be/CmUNua49KI4
https://youtu.be/qY9e5gDNQUQ
https://youtu.be/qY9e5gDNQUQ
https://youtu.be/sFQBFoSTRz0
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/steaming-through-60/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/steaming-through-60/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/steaming-through-60/
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'TT OEAO EAAA
event using the various types of traction that
would probably have been used. This could have
included halage by Class 73, Class 33, 4VEP, a
(AOOETI ¢cO OTEOh A #1 AO0O
Class 170 diesel unit as still used on the Uckfield
line! We also had suggestions about running
steamhauled trains to East Croydon or a London
terminus using our ownadling stock, or from one
of the mainline operators. However, Network
2AEI 60 1 AET O x1T OEO 11
Grinstead and the imposition of weight
restrictions on their viaducts prevented that. Cost
was also another factor!

Volunteering Update

By Graham Aitken, volunteer coordinator

Since the creation of the Bluebell Railway in 1958,
over 62 years ago, when a group of individuals
successfully campaigned to preserve the recently
closed railway line between Lewes and East
Grinstead, two things have rent@ed constant.
Namely the support of members and the actions
of volunteers. Without the latter, there simply
would not be a Bluebell Railway. | have every
reason to believe that will still be the case long
into the future.

Looking back to our beginningsam sure you will
agree that the world of 1958 was quite different

from that of 2021, whether better or worse is for
you to decide. Clearly how we encouraged and

treated volunteers over that period has changed
or has it?

While some of the roles undertaken by volunteers
have not changed much, if at all, many others
most definitely have. How volunteers are
recruited, welcomed, trained, retained, thanked
and valued differs greatly across the Railway and
with the Plc, Society and Trust beginning to
actively work together, this silo approach is no
longer desirable or acceptable.

The time is therefore right for a fundamental
reviewz possibly for the first time eveg of all
aspects of volunteering, including thekey
elements:

xAO A 0O) £ OH&AbelthEsk Will be paible €obnbtil&inh theA 1 D

future, or when we celebrate our 70th
anniversaries in 2028 to 2030!

w BHHRPIGRN every i gy BPRSIS begptise o the ;

work done by a large team and my thanks go to all
for the help and contributions ofrie to all those
involved. This year we have had to face many
challenges and uncertainties and, in particular,
those Covidrelated restrictions imposed by

OE (/i;\iof’e?'rl;ﬁ‘?”&thaf "avs Ede hegobghag o

difficult.

Graham Aitken Photddartin Lawrence

A Awareness what roles are volunteers needed
for?

A Resource planninghow many volunteers are
needed to undertake each of the roles
identified, currently and in the future, taking
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account of developments and supporting the My first priority will be to engage with every
I AEAAOEOGAO 1T £ OEA 2 AEI| xdepadrent AdD&yer to ALdaitairbuhidolescan
_ , . i be undertaken by volunteers, whether any
A Succession planningthe age profile of our gualifications are necessary, whether training will

emstmg volun_tegrs must also be included be given, and finally how many volunteers are
allowing predictions to be made of where required for each role

vacancies may occur in future.
_ . The workload will be too much for just one person
A Engagement how are vqunt_eers recruited for and my second priority will be tseek and identify
each roe? We must have a simple procedure to - iiahe candidates to become Volunteer

advertise vacancies and an equally simple but A ssadors in every department, to work with
Ol AGOO DPOT AAAGAK I0ET BI Qfg%@{ag\;otﬁnteers in their department.
make contact. Ambassadors could be the manager, a member of

A Placement- how are volunteers matched up to their staff or a volunteer, as long as they can
the roles? demonstrate tha in addition to being a people
) person that they also possess strong infegrsonal
A Induction- personal welcome by a member of skills.
the relevantdepartmental team and
completion of mandatory documentation. Once these first two priorities have been
) satisfactorily dealt with attention will then turn to
A Training requirements what is required for identifying who our existing volunteers are, which
each role? department(s) tkey volunteer in and whether there

A Training opportunities what is available to are any vacancies in the roles they undertake.

allow volunteers to progress in their chosen Only when the above three priorities have been
roles, or to change to another role? fully completed will the next stages be revealed, to
A Retention- what will be done to encourage §v0|d me and my Ambassadors being pressured
: into seeking new volunteers winewe may not even
volunteers to remain as volunteers?
know what roles they are needed for, as frequently

A Recognition- how will volunteers be made to happens today.
feel valued? . :
| propose to produce regular updates for issue in
This review will also include the roles, The Bluebell Timesd an article for the Autumn
responsibilities and behaviours of Plc managers and  issue oBluebell Newthat gives details of what the
staff in their interface with voloteers. review is aiminga achieve. Communications are so
_ _ _ important, particularly when they involve all
Lisa Boyle, HR manager, and Steve Bigg, acting members of staff, paid and volunteers, and as soon
Society chairman got together and prepared a as progress is being made on the first three
paper seeking Society and Plc Board approval to priorities, | will provide details of how | can be
undertake such a review. This approval was given. contacted.
To ensure that the project gets to grips with all of
the issues involving volunteers, a new post of My own history as 8luebell Railway volunteer
Volunteer Ceordinator was created and began in 2007 when | became a Trainee Porter at
advertised. Following an interview, | was appointed ~ Sheffield Park station. Fourteen years later | am
and am already working on a total review rather Senior Station Master at Sheffield Park and also a
than just applying yet more sticking plasters. | am Passenger Guard. Both of these roles have brought
determined to ensuré¢hat all aspects of me into contact with many otlr volunteers across

Ol 1 01 6AARAOET ¢ ET £O0OOOA £ klideparsnents @nll lo¢aions@@ Aplah tEmee A A

l'Eih &EOAS AT A 110 OEA Ohagpmhdreofydiinthe fuEd ArdingOW Whiat

AOOOAT 01T U AAOI OO T 60O 2 AE madayou hegemepvdluitder fhe goad Ok, fihe | E
not so good bits, and any ideas you may have for
improvements.
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Along the Commercial Road

By Paul Lelew, commercial and marketing director

Since we reopened on 20 May, we have as a
commercial department exceeded our sales
budget figures by +6%, which under the
restrictions is a great result achieved under some
difficult operating conditions.

The commercial team has been supported of
courseby all other departments across the Railway
as it is a team effort and we all have to work
together.

Restrictions are still in place until 19 July. However
there are positive indications that many of the
current guidelines could be relaxed. If and once
this occurs, we will be able to open our services to
pre-Covid levels and capitalise on selling more
ticket combinations.

News In Brief

PUBLIC WIFI

A new public WiFi system has been introduced at
Sheffield Park station to allow visitors to post live
and instant reviews of their experiences acal
media.

A4EA O"1 OAAATT ' OAOGODS
most of Sheffield Park including the platforms,
shop, Bessemer Arms, SteamWorks!, Bulleid shop
and museum. Users have to agree to a setofns

of conditionsand follow safety advice when
connected.

The introduction of the WiFi system allows for
future expansion of facilities if required.

There will be separate networks for members of
Bluebell staff and for irdrnal use.

4VEP SPONSORSHIP

TheSouthern Electric Traction Grougas
announced that it has reached an agreement with
Armstrong Powerhouse to sponsor the continuing
OAOOI OAOGETT 1T £ OEA
Electric Multiple Unit No. 423 417.

"1 OAA

We released tickets for SteamLights on 30 June
and are looking forward to fantastic sales in a
short period of time which happened fagear.

And finally, we have launched a new product
O03000A@ 'ET 40AET 08 xEE/
for sale and we are hopeful these will be a very
useful addition in producing some new revenue.

The remodelled retail shop is trading extremely
well ard is exceeding 2019 weekly sales and is
proving a very positive customer experience with
many compliments on the new look and range of
stock available.

Chris Knibbs and his filming team have been busy
this year and we have alreald AGAAAAAA |
sales with six months still to go!

It follows a similar show of support from Tom
Cairns, founder of RealTime Trains.

3417 has been under lostgrm restoration at
Strawberry Hill depot since 2015. The support of
Armstrong Powerhouse will go towards
overhauling the brake system of the unit and,

AEO A HondsibieQr QUpdd@frof RaAIROTramd, Wif O

mean that unit is almost fit to be hauled on the
national network.

3O0AOA 5DOT T h 3%4' ODPI EAC
exciting times for 3417 and the SETG. We have
been working hard behind the scenes to bring this
sponsorship to fruition for several months, and we
are delighted to finally bring Armstrong

Powerhouse aboard as supporters of our

restoration project. We hope this marks the start

of a lasting collaboratiom

Roy Watts, governor of the Bluebell Railway Trust,
AT i1 Al OAAd O4EEO EO OEA
towards the restoration of 3417 in as many

nths. Th iicati of the SETG 'nlﬁ)r'n ing.
%i iti—rlupo&a%t iece érgiRN y h i{a ad%kgintc; 6

public use isxciting to be part of, and the Bluebell


https://www.bluebell-railway.com/public-wifi-terms-and-conditions/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/public-wifi-terms-and-conditions/
https://www.setg.org.uk/
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Railway is delighted by the work achieved and the =~ SANTA SPECIALS TICKETS

CAT AOT OEOU 1T &£ ! Oi 0001 1T ¢ Wbrhay ilDde Bun@doa Ghoughts are already
turning to the festive season.

ROAD MEETS RAIL TIMETABLES PUBLISHED

The timetables for the Road Meets Rail event next

weekend (17 and 18 July) have been phblis

Tickets for the Santa Specials services go on sale
from Thursday 29 July.

4EAU AAT AA AT xT 11T AAAA EOiI I OEA 2AEI xAUBO
website on theRoad Meets Raspecial events
page.

Vacancies o Bluebell Railway Trust

The Bluebell Railway Trustlsoking for additional volunteers to help with its expanding workload.

The Bluebell Railway Trust is a registered charity that raises and manages funds for the Bluebell Railway tc
help in its future growth and development.

We are loking for two additional volunteerg no pay, no limit on hourgto help to maintain this growth.
These positions would be suitable for individuals who have the time to spend 1 or 2 days each week workir
with us at Sheffield Park, elsewhere on tRailway and from home.

FUNDING MANAGER MANAGEMENTACCOUNTANT

We are seeking someone to assist the Fundir We are seeking someone to assist the

Governor and to work with other Trust
Governors to help in our continuing growth.
This includes raising funds, particularly by
exploiting new sources of funding, to finance
the ongoing restoration of the(RA E1 x AU 8
heritage assets and investment in the future ¢
the Railway.

The successful applicant will have broad
commercial/business experience and will be
able to work successfully with other Trust
volunteers and managers acrotse whole
railway.

We do not require a formal CV, but we would
like to hear a little bit about you and your
experience. You should be proficient in the us
of Microsoft Office applications. The key
attributes are use of initiative, versatility and
the ahlity to get on with people.

Please apply by email to:
trevor.swainson@bluebeitailway.comor for
further information, please call Trevor
Swainson on 07968 284164.

Chairman of the Trust to manage its financial
functions and provide Governors and other
stakeholders with ugo-date financial
information.

This is more than an accounting job as it enta
understanding projects being funded by the
Trust, liaising closely with their managers
across theRailway and monitoring project
expenditure.

The successful applicant will either be a
gualified accountant bsomeone with
extensive experience of computerised
accounting systems and Microsoft Office
applications.

We do not require a formal CV, but we would
like to hear a little bit about you and your
experience, particularly in computerised
accounting systemsThe key attributes are
versatility and the ability to get on with people

Please apply by email to
vernon.blackburnl@bluebeliailway.comor
for further information, please call Vernon
Blackburnon 07775 740381.



https://www.bluebell-railway.com/road-meets-rail/
mailto:trevor.swainson@bluebell-railway.com
mailto:vernon.blackburn1@bluebell-railway.com
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Diesel Developments

By Bob Pamment, acting locomotive direct®@hotos by Mike Hawkins

For some time now we have been conscious of our
vulnerability in the event that hot, dry weather
instigates a steam ban on olalway. This has
become even more of a concern now that the
pandemic has brought home the severe financial
implications of having no income from our
travelling visitors for even a couple of weeks. We
have been luckier than somehw, in recent years,
have experienced such bans but clearly a
mitigation is required as it can only be a matter of
time before we find ourselves having to face this
proposition, whilst at the same time keeping the
business afloat. There are very few avhi@a
mitigations here, but Diesel traction is the most
sensible. We have on occasions, rescued the
service using our class 09 Diesel shunter D4106,
but this has the downside of not being powerful
enough to keep to the timetable. A main line
Diesel Locomotie is really the only option. So, the
Board discussed this proposition with the BRPS to
establish whether such a mitigation has a valid
place in the grand story that the Bluebell Railway
is setting out to tell.

Meanwhile a group came up with the propositio
of bringing a class 73 Electesel to the
Bluebell. This was floated with the BRPS who
decided that such a locomotive did indeed fill a

gap in the story that we are telling. However, the
Plc Board gave this due consideration and decided
that as its Desel engine was only 600hp it would
not be suitable to pukixcoaches on our steep
Railway and keep time, so this proposal was not
followed up.

So having established that a main line Diesel
locomotive fulfils both a company need and a
BRPS aspiratiorwhen the possibilityaroseof the
B350 Ltd negotiating a deal to purchase a
relatively rare Crompton Type, & was felt by all
parties that this was an opportunity that should be
grasped with both hands before it went away. The
B350 group worked their magand D6570 was
secured for use on the Bluebell Railway.

| am aware that this project will not be universally
well received, and | wish to4&ssure those with
concerns that this project is not intended in any
way to detract from he predominance of the
Bluebell as a Steam Railway but instead will add
value to an area of the story that we should tell
and at the same time provide a level of insurance
to our visitor income which is vital for our long
term security. Below is a releag®m the owning
group, | hope that you will find this news as a
positive addition to the Bluebell portfolio.

D657 loaded at Rolvenden (left) and ready to be unloaded at Sheffield Park (right)
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D570 O As hf o

Thegroup oflong-standing locomotive

department volunteersvhichowns Bluebell's class
09 shunter D4106 has acquired-Bxitish Railways
class 33 D6570 "Ashford" from the D6570 Ashford
Group for use on the Bluebell Railway. This
locomotive commonly known as a Crompts

one of a class of 98 locomotives built between
1960 and 1962 for the Southern Region of British
Railways. With a Sulzer&ylinder 8LDA28A

engine rated at 1550hp these were the most
powerful 4 axle diesel locomotives built for the
British Railways modmisation programme. For
over 30 years they were a common sight across
the region on freight and passenger workings and
were frequent visitors to East Grinstead on trains
from London Bridge. D6570 entered service in
October 1961 and was initially allocatealHither
Green depot. In 1980 it was named "Ashford" and
in 1985 reallocated to Stewarts Lane where it was
based until withdrawal in February 1997. It was
subsequently sold from BR and transported to the
Kent and East Sussex Railway where it has
remainad to date in the careful custodianship of
OEA OsaYeéo ! OE AN OA
The locomotive is in good mechanical condition
and has been stored undercover out of use for
several years at the Kent and East Sussex Railway.
On arrival at the Bluebell Railway, it farlot enter
service immediately, however the new owners will
implement a recommissioning programme to
ensure the locomotive is reliable before being
available for service and at the same time
undertake a number of bodywork and roofing
repairs to make théoco weathertight.

It is envisaged that the Crompton will provide a
wide range of benefits to the railway's operation
including in the following areas:

During periods of high lineside fire risk where
steam locomotive operation may be curtailed or
prohibited by the authorities, the Crompton would
allow a passenger service to continue to operate
and so minimise revenue loss and risk to the
business.

Support to steam passenger operations by giving
greater flexibility in its use as a "thunderbird"

r do

locomotive ale to rescue failed trains quickly and
enable a passenger service to continue, it being
more than capable of maintaining passenger
timings which has always been a limitation for the
09, D4106.

Shunting, infrastructure and engineering works
with it beingable to haul heavier loads at higher
speeds and so improve efficiency in the
undertaking of these works.

The proposal made by the owning group to bring

the locomotive to the railway has been approved

by the PLC Board and also the trustees of the
BRPS. Cromton's were an important part of the
Southern scene in the early sixties. So operating

the loco fits in with the recently revised Long Term
Plan of the BRPS. Mike Hawkins from the owning
COil Ob OAEAh O$aVYéeéd ! OFE Al
Railway is the culmation of a process that has

taken time, but we wanted to make sure we got
OEA OECEO 11 AT 8 7A80A O/
secured this locomotive from our friends at the
KESR, given its good overall condition and local

' OT OPRBI T AAOGEI 1 068

Bob Pamment, Bluebell RL director said,
O, 1T Al i T OEOGA ' OEAI OA CEO/
”””””” xA8 OA Pl AAOGAA
the B350 owning group made up of lostanding
locomotive department volunteers. They have
proved what they can do in providing 09, D4106 to
OEA OAEI xAU &£ O i1 OA OE!/
Anyone interested in contributing to repairs, and
particularly with experience of diesel locomotive
maintenance (e.g., ex fitter) and restoration (e.g.,
steel work repairs) is asked to dawt
paulchillout@aol.com one of the owning group
with their details, suggested contribution and
experience.



mailto:paulchillout@aol.com
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Around and About the Workshops

PULLMAN CAR NO.54THEN AND NOW

Two photos ofPullman Car No. 54, taken in
February 2019 and June 20Zhefirst photo

(right) taken in 2019 shows all the wood bracing
that was fitted to the interior to facilitate the

lifting without distortion of the wooden body off
the steel underframe. This enabled the restoration
of the top surface of the underframe and the
fitting of a new wbber insulating membrane
between the body and underframe, plus access to
the bottom rail of the body. In the bottom left
corner of the second pictur@below), taken

recently, you can see the wooden frame that will
eventually become an upholstered seatdithe
others. All seat frames have been made new and
the seats and tables constructed with detail design

alterations to provide seating that matches the
window spacing unlike the slight displacement
associated with the vehicle in its previous lifée
extent of the work undertaken in this restoration
Is comprehensive and enormous.

BR(S) SHOCK WAGON

We are delighted to hear the great news that the
Bluebell Railway Trust has acquired an additional
wagon for the Historic Wagon Fleet.

Some months ago, the Saree Museum Group
issued an asset disposal list in whictD36, a
BR(S) Shock Open Wagoi Southern Railway
Design, was listed.

Once agreed by the Rolling Stock Sub Committee,
Bluebell Rdway Preservation Society, Bluebell
Railway Trust and the Bluebell Railwalg,Ran
application was submitted to the Science Museum
Group from the Trust requesting the Transfer of
Ownership.In mid Junewe heard the news we had
been the successful applican


http://www.ws.rhrp.org.uk/ws/WagonInfo.asp?Ref=6580
http://www.ws.rhrp.org.uk/ws/WagonInfo.asp?Ref=6580
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While the Transfer of Ownership of this Wagon is
free, wearestill required to cover the
transportationcosts to move it from the North
Yorkshire Moors Railway to the Bluebell Railway.
Very generously the Bluebell Railway Trust has
kindly agreed to py for thetransportcosts so a

big thankyou towards them.

TheHistoric Wagon Strateghas called for a
Shock Wagon of Southern Railway Design to be
acquired for adng time and we are very lucky to
have been able to get thsle survivingexample.

QUEEN MARY BRAKE VAN 56290

All hands to the pump# early Julyasa
requirement to get Southern Railway Queen Mary
brakevanNo. 56290 back into a fit state fdirake
van rides at the 60+1 Anniversary Event.

Thisbrakevan is used quite heavily being the only
fitted brakevanoperational on the Railway and

the wear has started to show with rotten floor
boards, collapsing doors angkaling paint work so
the Railway has requested for us to do the work to
get it back up to reasonable standard.

Richard Salmon has made a kitddor parts to be
assembled to replace the two bad doors on the
south end of the Brake Van.

We spent most oftie weekend shovelling out the
old rotten planks and drying out the underframe
beneath the floor. The new floor planks have
arrived but are yet to be cut to size.

Hopefully, with all other projects halted, tharake
van will be complete in time for thevent.

VANC No. 404

VanCNo. 404 has receivedfast layer of varnisty
a 2.5litre tin being enough for half the vehiclé&
sign writerisneeded beforeghe guard® door can
be treated.

Photos:

Pullman Car No. 54Kuristo de Mans
Brake Van 562990Laurie Anderson

VanCNo. 404z David Mercer


https://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/bluebell/soc/wagonstrategy_may2008.pdf

THE BLUEBELL TIME® Newsletter for Bluebell Railway Members, Staff and SuppoftefSUE22, 9 July 2021 1z

Walking the Bluebell Line 1959 oPart 1

Words and photos by Alan Postlethwaite

effield Park. Here we pre
ield Park will be covered

his was my first
pray into LB&SCR
ural territory, having
ipent all my spare
eekends in the
bpring in a race
Against time to
photograph the
C&DR Kent Coast
nes before
lectrification Day. |
leparted East
Dulwich at 7.18 am,
en East Croydon at
.27, arriving at East
rinstead at 9.20. As
L novice, | was
puzzled why we had
peen hauled by an
MS tank- Fairburn
lass 4P No. 42090.

machine in the lower
goods yard at East
Grinstead. It would
appear that the yard
was also used to store
earthenware building
components such as
drainpipes and chimney
pots.



