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A week after the spring gala, W8 and Fenchurch haul a service train — 29 March Photo: David Cable IN THIS ISSUE

It was a case of seeing double over the recent gala weekend, with our
own Terrier joined by a sibling from the Isle of Wight, and our black
Standard joined by a slightly smaller cousin from the Severn Valley.
Once again, the timetable planners had put on a complex show, with
full-line services threaded between services running on each end of
the line starting and terminating at Horsted Keynes. Over the course
of the weekend, the result was an ever-varying pattern of trains as
locos swapped sets and from single- to double-headed and back
again. The success of such events, from an operational perspective,
starts with detailed planning. Double-headed Terriers at Kingscote?
They will need time to take water in sequence —and there it was in the
timetable with a suitable allowance of 15 minutes for the up train. It
may be a small detail, but how often are galas beset by poor
timekeeping? That is rarely a complaint that can be levelled at the
Bluebell.

Returning to the normal service though is a reminder of how hard we
have to run just to stand still. Last month, we reported the wonderful
news about Maunsell carriage 3687 winning the rolling stock trophy at
the Heritage Railway Association awards. This month we report that a
previous recipient of that award, Maunsell Open 3 No. 1309 has been
withdrawn after 42 years in traffic. Hopefully it won’t be too long
before the Maunsell set is once again 4 coaches in length —or who
knows, perhaps longer? — but the swansong of No. 1309 at the gala is
a reminder of just how much work it takes to keep such beautiful
vehicles running. That we can do so much is an indication of the
passion so many people have for the Railway.

Tom James, Editor
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Watts Occurring

By Roy Watts, BRPS Chairman

Did you get your sufficient fill of Easter eggs, or
did changes in product formulation by a well-
known manufacturer formerly of Bournville made
you deter or boycott them this year?

Or maybe it was simply the cost that ensured your
waistline remained constant?

Whatever guilty pleasures you may or may not
have enjoyed, | trust the Easter weekend was a
pleasant one for you and your families.

| think it is fair to say that just as January 1*
heralds the new year, Easter and spring is the
general lift-off point with lighter days, nature
awakening from winter slumbers and a generally
better feel —albeit in a world that is currently
somewhat turbulent.

This is the time of year when the previous one is
finally put away as the annual audits get underway
— with that agonising wait to see just how the
Railway fared in 2025. | have not seen the final
figures myself but indicators are that they are not
looking as bad as was first thought. Now part of
this was the excellent second-half performance
the Railway experienced with the Beer Festival,
65" anniversary, Giants of Steam and of course
the festive services. But —always one isn't there? —
it must be taken into account that the Trust
purchased the Adam's Radial 488 and Terrier 72
"Fenchurch". Nonetheless, let's hope it's a positive
step in the right direction.

Starting 2026 off was the half-term service with its
Lego trains which proved successful. This was
followed by the first major event of the year which
was the spring Steam Gala where we welcomed
"Freshwater" W8 from the Isle of Wight and BR
Standard 4, 75069 from the Severn Valley as well
as "Lady of Legend" 2999. Those visitors were
joined by stalwarts from our home fleet. A notable
landmark was the first public passenger arrival into
Platform 1 at Horsted Keynes since the platform
was refurbished and brought into use last year.

To give you an idea of how successful this event
was is best summarised as follows:

< 2,268 people visited over the 3 days, providing
£61,553 in fare revenue — which was an
increase of 5oo visitors and a fare increase of
40% over 2025

< Retail took over £15,000, up 73% and catering
£33,000, up 38% over 2025

2 282 Pullman Breakfasts were sold which is
something that can easily be repeated as
clearly there was interest.

So it's clear that by providing real interest in the
trains we operate we can generate additional
trade —the sight of "Camelot” double heading
with the 75 was something quite special, and for
those of us who were too young at the time (yes |
was young once!) a great nod acknowledging the
passing of the late lamented Somerset and Dorset
Railway 60 years ago!

| was also reminded that | actually returned an
S&DJR loco, 53809, back into Green Park station
to mark the 40™ anniversary of closure! (Sadly not
in steam and displayed on a short section of track).
How time flies! (For a photo retrospective of the
gala, see page 11 of this issue — Ed.)

The Easter weekend itself was actually very good
trade wise and whilst | don't have figures to quote
to you yet, it was a classed as a success. However,
staying with April, it's the start of another tax year,
the introduction of the watered-down
Employment Rights Act and of course those
customary council tax and water rate bills.

It goes without saying that all these hikes in
taxation, increased fuel costs and food inflation
(more to come of course!) will have a direct impact
on our wallets and people will become very cost-
conscious and make careful choices on how they
spend their hard-earned cash.

The Bluebell is very lucky to have a proactive
Charitable Arm and has been making substantial
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contributions to a number of key projects. Bluebell
Railway Trust Chairman Vernon Blackburn writes
in this edition (and will in future editions) as to how
monies are spent. Most of our recent good fortune
is down to good people leaving the Railway
monies in the form of legacies which must be
wisely spent according to the benefactors’ wishes.

It has given us so much opportunity to undertake
projects that would otherwise be in the still
pending file!

Staying with charity matters, in the next edition of
Bluebell News is a large article giving further
details and information about converting the
existing organisation into a Charity itself by

combining the Society and the Company as one
body.

If we were starting today, it is most likely this
would be the chosen route — but at the end of any
discussion or debate, it will be a democratic
decision.

In closing, | would like to thank everyone for their
contributions. Such is the diverse nature of our
organisation, whether that contribution is a
general query, an operational role, restoring an
item of rolling stock or even a dear-old livery
debate, it shows people care, something not
always obvious. The Railway will flourish all the
time that we care enough to want it to flourish.

Above: Setting standards: 75069 double heading with 73082 "Camelot” passing through Ketches Wood on the 14.00 Sheffield

Park to East Grinstead service on the 21 March 2026.

Photo: Nick Martin
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Funding for Horsted Keynes Station

By Vernon Blackburn, Chairman Bluebell Railway Trust

The Bluebell Railway Trust is the charity that raises
funds from donations, grants and gifts in wills to
support the work of the Bluebell Railway, provided
it is for the benefit of the wider public. In recent
years income from the Trust has become a vital
source of funds for the Railway and especially
those derived from legacies, which can be used to
meet the cost of essential capital projects, which
otherwise could never be afforded. We have
therefore decided that the work of the Trust
should be more evident, including from regular
articles in The Bluebell Times and Bluebell News.

The Trust has recently been notified that it is due
to receive several significant legacies from
supporters who have passed away. One is from
Richard Lewis who died last August and who was
widely known at the Bluebell as Lou. He was a
member of one of the gangs based at Horsted
Keynes which keep the lineside looking so
immaculate.

Lou was also keen on making sure our stations
were kept in good order and looked attractive,
especially with shrubs and flowers. He was also a
prolific baker and kept the infrastructure teams
well supplied with cakes. In his will he expressed
the wish that extremely generous gift of
approximately £500,000 that he left the Trust
should be used so that his work can continue to be
funded in the years to come which will include
providing all the tools and modern equipment that
is required. However, there will also be sufficient
money to meet the cost of improving the
appearance of Horsted Keynes Station.

The Trust Governors have therefore agreed that
Lou’s legacy will be used in part to pay for the
major work that is required to repair and upgrade
Station Approach which, as many of you will
know, is in a terrible state. It deters visitors and
other potential users of the station, including for
weddings and filming, from coming to us. The
estimated cost of the work is £160,000 and will
include rebuilding the road, installing new drains
and kerbstones, completion of the pavement from

the station to the Heritage Skills Centre,
improving the parking area and resurfacing the
completed road.

Finally, in recognition of Lou’s generosity, the
grass area under the trees will be planted with
flowering shrubs and spring bulbs. Depending on
other commitments for both events and the
infrastructure team, it is hoped that the work will
start in the summer and be complete in time for
Christmas.

Another project that the Trust was pleased to
provide funds for was a drying room for the
infrastructure team. | am sure that you have all
seen reports of the amazing work that the team
has done over the winter in replacing two sections
of track to tight deadlines, often in torrential rain.
At the end of the day the staff and volunteers had
to change their clothes by their cars and take their
heavy rain sodden overalls home in the hope of
getting them dry, ready for work the next



https://www.bluebell-railway.com/trust/
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morning; an impossible task. A timber drying
room has therefore been constructed inside one of
the infrastructure rooms. Dehumidifiers and
heaters have been installed so that the clothes can
be left at the Railway overnight where they dry,
ready for use the next morning. The cost of £6,000
was met from another legacy.

Both these projects could only be afforded
because of the kindness of supporters who
remembered the Trust in their wills.

The Railway is rather like the Forth Bridge —there
will always be a long list of essential projects that
need to be carried out, whether major overhauls of
locos, restorations of carriages or looking after our
infrastructure, including the 11 miles of track and
lineside. Gift in Wills, of whatever size, are
essential if we are going to be able to continue our
vital work.

If you are in a position to help the Trust with its
important support of the Railway and would like
more information on how to do so either in your
will or by making a donation, please contact me at
Vernon.blackburn@bluebell-railway.com. Don't
forget that both types of gifts are free of tax!



https://www.bluebell-railway.com/trust/wills/
mailto:Vernon.blackburn@bluebell-railway.com
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Maunsell Locomotives Overhaul Update

By Steve Pilcher and Chris Hunford, Maunsell Locomotive Society

Q CLASS NO 541

Recent work on the boiler at Leaky Finders has
focused on tooling the foundation ring rivets and
the copper and steel firebox plates against the
foundation ring to ensure a tight fit. The removal
of worn studs and replacement has also been
addressed.

In due course the boiler will be rotated and the
door ring inserted and riveted into place and
marking out and fitting of stays can progress.

On the chassis, both frame inserts have been
weld-prepped, the horn guides fitted and the tie
faces are now being machined. The left-hand
frame insert will be welded into place first before
the right section, that requires replacement is
removed and new section inserted. New axlebox
crowns have been made.

At Sheffield Park, there has been progress on
various fronts. The driving wheel springs have
been tested and just one has required sending
away for repair. Work is progressing on cleaning,
inspecting and fettling the loco’s valve gear, which
will be re-assembled once the chassis returns to
the Railway. New water gauges have been
manufactured and assembled, and a new
fireman’s side injector has been machined and is
ready for fitting.

Bluebell’s own pattern makers are in the process
of repairing a pattern for the J-pipe and they have
used 3D printing to produce patterns for new
snifting valves that will be installed to help reduce
valve wear.

Dave Cox and Bob Butcher are continuing to
progress the painting of the exterior of the tender
tank in gloss black. MLS volunteers have helped
with painting other components for the tender
such as axlebox covers and work continues on
repairing corroded sections of the cladding.

Top: Work on 541's stays, rivets and patch screws nearly
complete. Photo: Leaky Finders

Bottom: 541's coupling rods being inspected for work required
to bushes etc. Photo: Steve Pilcher
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Top left: Tender axle box covers in gloss black. Photo:
Steve Pilcher

Top right: New axlebox crown for 541 being machined.
Photo: Leaky Finders

\ Left: 3D printed snifting valve pattern. Photo: Steve
Pilcher
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SCHOOLS CLASS NO 928 STOWE

East Coast Castings are close to concluding the
production of all the components that will make a
new pattern for the left-hand cylinder casting that
is required for Stowe. The photos show some new
parts of the pattern. We hope the new cylinder will
be cast in April.

Although we had the finance in place for the
pattern and casting, we still need to conclude
fundraising to machine the casting. We need to
raise £15,000 — many thanks to all those who have
been so generous with their donations thus far.

HORSTED KEYNES CARRIAGE SHOP DONATIONS
We would like to express our sincere thanks to the
Horsted Keynes Carriage Shop team for donating
£500 towards the Stowe cylinder machining
appeal —their generosity is much appreciated.

CAN YOU HELP PLEASE?

The Maunsell Locomotive Society still needs to
raise the final £3,000 or so. All extra donations
will be gratefully received, preferably via the
Stowe appeal in the Bluebell Railway Trust —or
contact the MLS Treasurer, Steve Pilcher,
jstevepilcher@yahoo.co.uk for further details.

Above: Work on the patterns for Stowe’s new left hand
cylinder block. Photo: East Coast Castings



http://www.maunsell.org.uk/
mailto:jstevepilcher@yahoo.co.uk
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1309 Bows Out after 42 Years’ Service

By Keith Leppard, Southern Railway Coach Group

Well, it had to happen eventually - our Maunsell
Open Third No 1309 has now been withdrawn
from traffic in need of overhaul. Its swansong was
at this year's Spring Gala where it cut a fine sight
as part of the Maunsell set that was paired for the
event with two of our Pullman cars.

1309 came to the railway from departmental
service in 1973 and after continuing in that role as
the C&W mess for a while it received one of the
earliest carriage restorations carried out at the
railway, entering traffic in 1984 and winning the
very first national ‘Coach of the Year' award. It has
been a part of our operational fleet for 42 years,
giving largely trouble-free service with only
minimal attention over that time. 1309 has being
showing its age for the past few years but
fortunately we were able to keep it running long
enough to see a four-coach Maunsell set operating
regularly over the past year since the Hastings
brake entered service in 2025.

1309 needs a full mechanical overhaul plus
replacement of the floor and some attention to
the body. There’s not the capacity to bring it into
the works straight away, but the firm intention is
to find a way to get the work done and so return
1309 to its accustomed place in our traffic fleet
before too long.

Above: Almost 20 years ago, on 21 October 2006, a previous
generation of Bluebell passengers was enjoying travelling in
1309 as it formed part of a service waiting to depart
Kingscote.

Below: 1309 ran for most of the past 42 years trimmed in
19505 BR ‘chain link’ pattern moquette, as pictured here in
October 2010. A few years ago it was retrimmed in SR pattern
‘blue jazz’ moquette to match our other operational Maunsell
open third, 1336.

SOUTHERN RAILWAY

COACH

CROUP



https://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/bluebell/pics/1309.html
https://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/bluebell/pics/1309.html
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Above: 1309 at Horsted Keynes on 14 March 2026 on a service to Sheffield Park, the weekend before the Spring Gala event.

Camelots

Photo by Nigel Currah

In the October 2025 issue of The Bluebell Times, we carried an article about the flower beds at Horsted Keynes,
noting that they had been planted with a daffodil variety called "Camelot”. With spring having well and truly
sprung, they have now bloomed, giving us this picture of "Camelot” amongst the Camelots!



https://www.bluebell-railway.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/issue-74.pdf
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/52052/narcissus-camelot-(2)/details
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Spring Steam Gala

The Spring Steam Gala saw eight locomotives in steam: visitors BR Standard 4MT No. 75069 (courtesy of the
Severn Valley Railway / 75069 Fund); Terrier W8 “Freshwater” (courtesy of the Isle of Wight Steam
Railway);Churchward Saint No. 2999 "Lady of Legend” (courtesy of the Great Western Society) and home-fleet
locos Nos 73082, 80151, 65, 34059 and 72. The following photos give a flavour of the event.

Left: On the first day
of the gala, 20 March
2026, LBSCR Terrier
No.72 'Fenchurch' with
A1X Class Terrier W8
'Freshwater' haul the
ipm train from
Sheffield Park past the
early spring flowers on
Freshfield Bank, with
SECR O1 Class No. 65
banking at the rear

Photo: Peter Edwards

Right: Later the same
day, the same two
locos are seen on
Freshfield Bank
hauling the 17.15 from
Sheffield Park

Photo: Rob Howard
f

SOUTHERN \ ) T
Fremerr 3 . FEnCruRcH
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Left: No. 75069
approaches Horsted
Keynes with a mixed
train of Pullman cars
and Maunsells. The
two Pullman cars were
in traffic throughout
the weekend,
providing a breakfast
service. The gala also
saw the swansong in
traffic of Maunsell
Open 3" No. 1309 —
see page 9 of this
issue.

Photo: David Cable

Right: GWR Saint No.
2999 'Lady of Legend'
passes through Nobles
Wood with the 3.35pm
train from Sheffield
Park on 21 March 2026
(Second day of Spring
Gala)

Photo: Peter Edwards

3N
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Right: On the Friday
evening of the gala,
Jon Bowers hosted a
photo charter with W8
and a selection of
goods wagons at
Horsted Keynes, giving
rise to different photo
opportunities.

Photo: Nick Gilliam

Left: Another day of
photo charters during
the week after the
gala gave this shot
from an unusual angle
of No. 75069
approaching Three
Arch Bridge, south of
Horsted Keynes.

Photo: David Cable
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Charity Walk - Thanks!

By John Deane, Kingscote Lineside Gang

I'm writing this as a postscript to my Charity Walk
along the entire Bluebell track on 3 March 2026.

Firstly, | would like to thank all those who anonymously
donated at my Just Giving page. | do this here as | have
no other way of reaching you. | am truly grateful for
that support, which was a real encouragement on the
Big Day, as anyone who has made a similar
commitment will understand.

My sincere thanks also go to both Chris Knibbs and Jon
Bowers for the vital parts that they played in making
my walking efforts bear fruit.

The weather on the day was truly perfect. A clear sky, a
light breeze and, most importantly, no rain. | was
accompanied throughout by my very good friend,
Roger Ward, in order to meet our railway’s safety rules.
My wife, Q, welcomed Roger and me at each station to
provide refreshments or plasters as needed. A
representative from the Charity, Heart Valve Voice,

Bye-bye Brickworks

Photo by Julian Clark

also welcomed us at Horsted Keynes and Sheffield
Park.

As most of you will already be aware, the line length is
17.6 kms. Our walking time was a promising 3 hr 40
min, which gave us an average walking pace of 4.8 kph.
Therefore, we could turn up for our next duty with our
heads held high. In case you might be interested, we
managed nearly 151 km total walking, including our
practice days, in the four weeks before the date of the
Charity walk. Some colleagues insist that we look
slightly shorter than we did when our practice walking
began!!

In conclusion, the amount donated at the time of
writing is a little over £3000, which is more than double
the original target of £1500, thanks to so much
generosity.

With my sincere thanks and good wishes,

John

Another connection to local railway history will soon recede into the past, with the residential development of the former
West Hoathly Brickworks site at Sharpthorne. The brickworks, one of several initiated for the construction of the Lewes &
East Grinstead Railway, date from the 'Firbanks' era and are presumed to have provided the bricks for the construction of
Sharpthorne tunnel. 80151 is seen on Sunday 22 March, with one of the remaining sheds in the background.
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Carriage Shop Donates £500

By Chris Wilson, Carriage Shop volunteer

This month, the Carriage Shop team is delighted
to donate £500 to the Maunsell Locomotive
Society’s Stowe cylinder machining appeal.

More information on Schools class No. 928 ‘Stowe’
can be found here: www.bluebell-
railway.com/heritage-locomotives/sr-schools-

class-stowe/

You can support the restoration: www.bluebell-
railway.com/trust-project/stowe/ via donations to
the Bluebell Railway Trust.

The Carriage Shop is open every weekend. For up-
to-date opening dates and times, please visit:
facebook.com/BluebellRailwayCarriageShop

The Carriage Shop was established in 1989 and is
operated entirely by volunteers, with the sole
purpose of raising funds to support projects across
the Bluebell Railway.

We are still looking for donations of model railway
items, Thomas the Tank Engine books or toys, and
railway and transport books. If you can help,
please get in touch:
bluebellrailwaycarriageshop@gmail.com

Archive Update

Carriage Shop volunteer David Noel (left) and Ben Coughlan,
Chairman of the Maunsell Locomotive Society.

By Chris Wilson, Bluebell Railway archive volunteer

This month, we have added a further 436 images
to the Bluebell Railway Museum — Southern
Railways Archive website, bringing the total now
available to 30,643.

There are 236 photographs taken by Joe Kent in
1952 and a further batch of 200 DMUs
photographed by John Scrace.

All photographs currently available to purchase
can be viewed in our Archive Online Store:
southern-railways-archive.com/shop/

There are various ways to search forimages on the
new website, including a quick search that looks
across the photograph description. There are also
more specific search options for class, number,
name, location, and date, together with filters for
photographers and tags. Tags include coaches,
Pullmans, signals and signal boxes, stations, and
many other subjects.

Every photograph sold directly helps the
Photograph Archive, providing much-needed
funds for conservation and storage materials.


http://www.maunsell.org.uk/
http://www.maunsell.org.uk/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/heritage-locomotives/sr-schools-class-stowe/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/heritage-locomotives/sr-schools-class-stowe/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/heritage-locomotives/sr-schools-class-stowe/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/trust-project/stowe/
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/trust-project/stowe/
https://www.facebook.com/BluebellRailwayCarriageShop
mailto:bluebellrailwaycarriageshop@gmail.com
https://southern-railways-archive.com/shop/
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MIKE ESAU’S PHOTOGRAPHS

The Archive team is honoured to let you know that
the railway photographs taken by the late Mike
Esau have been donated to the Archive. Mike took
his first photograph on 8 September 1950, and
many thousands more followed over the next
seven decades. We would like to thank Alison,
Richard, and Elena for all their help with the
transfer of the material and for allowing the
Archive to be the custodian of this important
collection.

DAVID WIGLEY’S COLOUR SLIDES

The Archive team would also like to thank Robert
Wigley for recently depositing his brother’s colour
slides with the Archive. This joins David’s black
and white film and photographs, which David had
started to donate to us in recent years.

We plan to digitise and make available
photographs from both Mike Esau and David
Wigley in the near future.

If you have a collection of photographs, negatives,
slides, or digital images that you would be
interested in depositing with the Archive, so that
they can be preserved for the future, please getin
touch by emailing enquiries@southern-railways-
archive.com

As announced last month, the new website has
allowed us to make digitised documents from the
Archive available online. We now have 652
Southern Railway and Southern Region Engine
Working Notices available to purchase as PDF
downloads.

Our new website includes information about the
Archive, the collections we hold, and how you can
visit and support us. You can explore it at:
southern-railways-archive.com/

Top: BR(S) D1 class No. 31509 at Ashford station with a
mixed train from Redhill, on 26 July 1952 Photo: J.H.W.Kent

[090371]

Middle: BR Britannia class No. 70014 'Iron Duke’ at Stewarts
Lane Carriage Sidings with ‘Golden Arrow” headboard, on 30
June 1952 Photo: J.H.W. Kent [090300]

Bottom: BR(E) A4 class No. 60010 ‘Dominion of Canada’
north of Potters Bar with the Down 'Yorkshire Pullman’, on 12
July 1952 Photo: J.H.W. Kent [090336]



mailto:enquiries@southern-railways-archive.com
mailto:enquiries@southern-railways-archive.com
https://southern-railways-archive.com/
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On This Day, April 10

By Tony Hillman, Deputy Curator

Pictures from the Archive this month were all taken on the 10" April. Thanks to Martin Elms, Richard Peirce,
Chris Sutton, Roger Merry-Price and Chris Wilson for finding the pictures and researching the notes.

On Friday 10 April 1964 our photographer visited
the Swanage Branch at Corfe Castle. One can only
surmise why he chose that day and place but
probably the imminent demise of the last of the
ex-LSWR Class M7 0-4-4Ts. At the beginning of
1964 Bournemouth Shed (70F) had ten of these
locomotives to cover seven diagrams, but this had
reduced to seven by April 1964. The basic service
on the Swanage Branch was rostered for two
Push/Pull fitted M7s: Bournemouth duties 417 and
419, with one stabled overnight at Swanage
changing every day. However, with the declining
availability of M7s, their duties were increasingly
covered by 2-6-2Ts, both BR Class 82xxx and LMR
Ivatt 412xx locomotives. As they were not
Push/Pull fitted the locomotive had to run round at

each terminal. In the picture the Down train
arriving is hauled by BR Standard 82029 and the
Up train in the platform by M7 30053. Both were
allocated to Bournemouth Shed.

The Swanage Branch was eventually closed from 3
January 1972 after a five-year campaign to save
the line (apart from a short section from Worgret
Junction to Furzebrook which remained open for
freight until 2005). The last train ran on Saturday 1
January 1972 comprising two Three Car Class 205
DEMUs. The whole line has reopened in stages as
the Swanage Heritage Railway which is also home
to preserved My Class 30053.

Photo: David Esau [155456]
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Photographed by Joe Kent at Old Oak Common (81A)
on Thursday 10 April 1952 is the only member of Class
GT1, 18000. The locomotive had been delivered new to
the depot on 8 September 1950 and spent its entire
working life there before being withdrawn on 16
December 1960.

Part of an attempt by the railways of Britain in the
19405-1950s to explore alternatives to steam traction,
18000 was one of two different gas turbine locomotives
ordered by the Great Western Railway but delivered
after nationalisation. It was completed in 1949 by
Brown Boveri, Switzerland in collaboration with
Metropolitan-Vickers.

Its gas turbine drove an electric generator, which then
powered traction motors. With wheel arrangement
A1A-A1A (*), the locomotive was rated at 2,500hp and
had a maximum speed of go mph. The second engine,
designated GT2 and numbered 18100, was produced
by Metropolitan-Vickers and used a slightly different
turbine design.

18000 was employed on long-distance passenger
routes out of Paddington and initially showed promise.
However, significant drawbacks soon became

apparent. Gas turbines were fuel-hungry and required
high-quality fuel. Maintenance was also very complex.

By the mid-1950s, British Railways had shifted its focus
towards diesel-electric and diesel-hydraulic
locomotives, which eventually proved more
economical and practical. As a result, both 18000 and
18100 were withdrawn from service.

18000 spent four years at Swindon Works after
withdrawal and then went to the European Office for
Research and Development back in Switzerland. The
gas turbine was removed and it became an unpowered
test bed. It was put on display outside the Mechanical
Engineering Testing building in Vienna in 1975.

The locomotive was eventually secured for
preservation in the UK in the early 1990s and went first
to the Crewe Heritage Centre and then, after time at
Barrow Hill Roundhouse and the Gloucestershire and
Warwickshire Railway was finally relocated to the
Didcot Railway Centre in 2011.

(*) The A1A-A1A wheel arrangement shows that each
six-wheeled bogie had a powered axle at each end with
an unpowered carrying axle in the middle — Ed.

Photo: Joe Kent [153386]
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Also at Old Oak Common Shed on 10 April was
Britannia Class 4-6-2 70021 Morning Star. It was
relatively new, having been built at Crewe Works the
previous year, entering traffic on 3 August 1951.

Allocated to Laira Shed (83D), the class was not
universally accepted by Western Region (WR)
enginemen, especially in the West Country, and
eventually all the WR examples were concentrated at
Cardiff Canton Shed (86A) where they were better
appreciated. 70021 was transferred in January 1957.
With the advent of the Warship Class diesel-hydraulics
in the late 1950s all the WR allocation were transferred
to the London Midland Region, 70021 going to Trafford
Park Shed (9E) in July 1958.

The majority of the 55-strong class were named after
notable Britons such as writers, politicians and
historical figures; however, all those intended for the
WR were named after GWR Broad Gauge singles from
the previous century, the name Morning Star having
been previously carried by a 2-2-2 built in 1837 and
withdrawn in 1871.

When first built the class was not without its problems,
the most serious being the fact that the coupled wheels
shifted on their axles resulting in the immediate
stopping of the entire (then 25-strong) class for
modification. A more serious incident was the accident
at Milton near Didcot in November 1955 where the
crew failed to observe a diversion from the main to the
relief road resulting in a derailment at speed with the
Britannia class locomotive coming to rest at the
bottom of an embankment. One of the outcomes was
the replacement of the deflector handrails by six
rectangular cutouts, the handrails possibly having
blocked the vision of the WR drivers where the majority
of signals were still on the right. There were also two
recorded incidents where the locomotive and tender
parted company whilst hauling trains, fortunately
without injury to the train crews!

70021 was withdrawn from Carlisle Kingmoor Shed
(12A) in December 1967 and scrapped at Wards in
Inverkeithing in May 1968.

Photo: Joe Kent [153385]
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If you've enjoyed this issue of The Bluebell Times, feel free to pass it on
to other people you think might also want to read it.

Th To find out when the next issue is out and for other updates about the
e Bluebell Railway, check our website or follow us on Facebook, Twitter

Bluebell i:itl:sbtjtorlirl this issue:
Times

< Tony Astor < Chris Hunford
< Vernon Blackburn < Tom James
A Newsletter for
Bluebell Railway < David Cable < Keith Leppard
Members, Staff and _ . .
Supporters < Julian Clark < Nick Martin
< Nigel Currah < Roger Merry-Price
The Bluebell Times is published < John Deane < Richard Peirce
monthly on the second Friday .
of each month. The next issue o Peter Edwards > Steve Pilcher
is scheduled to be available = Martin Elms = Chris Sutton
on 8 May 2026 from
< Tony Hillman < Roy Watts
) h t
If you have any comments or = Rob Howard = Chris Wilson

feedback about this issue or
suggestions for future articles
or features, contact:

The Bluebell Times editor
Tom James



https://www.bluebell-railway.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bluebellrailway
https://twitter.com/bluebellrailway
https://instagram.com/bluebell_railway
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/bluebell-times
mailto:bluebelltimes@bluebell-railway.com

	Watts Occurring
	Funding for Horsted Keynes Station
	Maunsell Locomotives Overhaul Update
	Q class No 541
	Schools class No 928 Stowe
	Horsted Keynes Carriage Shop donations

	1309 Bows Out after 42 Years’ Service
	Camelots
	Spring Steam Gala
	Charity Walk – Thanks!
	Bye-bye Brickworks
	Carriage Shop Donates £500
	Archive Update
	Mike Esau’s Photographs
	David Wigley’s Colour Slides

	On This Day, April 10
	Tail Lamp

