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 Beachy Head at Didcot  –  24 May Photo: Nick Gilliam   IN THIS ISSUE 
 

It has been a month of departures from the Railway. As illustrated 

above, Beachy Head visited Didcot, where the surrounds of the steam 

shed provided opportunities for many atmospheric photos. LSWR 

carriage No. 1520 has gone to Hopetown Museum Darlington for the 

summer, to enable them to offer steam rides around the museum. 

And perhaps most strikingly, Sharpthorn was transported to Freshfield 

Mill Farm for the High Weald Steam Rally, making the journey by road 

hauled by two traction engines of similar vintage. Of course, all three 

“departures” will have corresponding return workings, but it is good to 
spread the Bluebell word widely. 

One other notable departure is the Society Chairman Roy Watts, who 

is standing down as of the BRPS AGM to be held tomorrow. Roy has 

been a mainstay of the Railway for more years than we care to 

remember, so this – second! – retirement is well deserved. Of course, 

his departure is also just a temporary thing: he assures us that he will 

continue in his other volunteering roles around the Railway. Certainly 

the editor values the cheery conversations at East Grinstead between 

Station Master and fireman and hopes they will continue for many 

years to come! 

Which leads to the subject of the EGM and AGM. Members should by 
now have received their meeting packs with the Railway’s accounts, 

motions and candidates for election. The financial and regulatory 

pressures are not going away, so more than ever it is vital that the 

railway is shaped to be as sustainable as possible, but without 

discarding our core heritage objectives – nor the place of members at 

the heart of the organisation. This year, more than ever, is the time to 

get that right. And if you choose to stay in the area the whole 

weekend – well, you can always visit Sharpthorn on its travels on 

Sunday! 

Tom James, Editor 

 

Watts Occurring ..................... 2 

BRPS EGM and AGM – 13 June 

2026...................................... 4 

Maunsell Locomotives Overhaul 

Update .................................. 5 

Be Part of Something Special .. 7 

Sharpthorn on the Move! ........ 9 

News in Brief........................ 10 

£300 Well Spent! .................. 11 

Beachy Head Goes Western .. 14 

Henry the Collecting Dog ...... 16 

Carriage Shop and Brighton 

Circle Donate £500 ................ 17 

Archive Update .................... 18 

On This Day, June 12 ............ 20 

Feedback – Brighton Signal Box

 ........................................... 23 

Vacancy – Volunteer Finance 

Director ............................... 24 

Tail Lamp ............................ 25 



 

THE BLUEBELL TIMES – A Newsletter for Bluebell Railway Members, Staff and Supporters | ISSUE 82, 12 June 2026 2  
 

 

 

 

 

Watts Occurring 
By Roy Watts, BRPS Chairman 

Oh, the weather outside is frightful … and since 

we've no place to go ... lyrics from a well-known 

Christmas song you say, so has the man finally 

cracked? No, but I have started writing this in the 

departure lounge of Beijing airport whilst 

watching rain of biblical proportions completely 

obliterate the views outside, waiting for a window 

of opportunity to take off. And yes, despite being 

in China, I listened at 3.00am to Crystal Palace win 

its first ever European trophy! 

Ironically the song was written during a heatwave 

as the composer imagined cooler conditions. But I 

think the trigger for me to "compose" this opening 

gambit was because whilst waiting to depart, I was 

taking the rare opportunity to explore the internet, 

and what should pop up but dear old Bluebell 

announcing that Santa tickets will soon be going 

on sale! 

So, at the height of a heatwave or the depths of a 

ferocious monsoon, the dear old man in red makes 

an appearance to remind us to yes, get the tickets 

before they sell out but also the importance of 

what we called – certainly in retail – the "Golden 

Quarter" of the year. 

The Railway had an exceptional second half 

performance last year and the start of this year has 

so far been positive but as always, there is no room 

for complacency.  

An event staged last year may not be appropriate 

this year or may lack the anticipated support. But 

the one thing I will always drive is value for money 

to the customer and for us to deliver service 

excellence.  

We have some good opportunities to build on last 

year’s successes and on a personal note I am 

pleased to see an increased focus on bringing 

people through East Grinstead which is a key 

driver for PLC Chairman Paul Everington.  

The wicked world in which we currently live has 

thrown up so many events, beyond our borders or 

indeed at home in Westminster, that budgets can 

quickly become outdated so it becomes critical to 

review and recast: planning, monitoring, 

comparing and correcting to ensure our precious 

financial resources are used as intended. 

As I come to the end of my term as Chairman, I 

would like to express my sincere gratitude to each 

of you for your support, trust and collaboration 

throughout this (almost 30-year!) journey. I never 

expected to be catapulted back to Chairman but at 

the time, the situation required swift action and I 

won't allow an investment of 58 years to see 

something I have a great passion for go to waste. 

But now is the time to step away, albeit I will still 

carry out my voluntary duties and of course be 

available to answer historical questions!  

We have shared many different experiences, both 

high and low during that time, some testing, some 
frustrating, some openly surprising that have 

either delighted or upset. 

Serving in this role has been both an honour and a 

privilege. Together, we have faced many 

challenges, we have celebrated many 

achievements, and we have remembered and 

mourned those no longer with us so their memory 

is not forgotten. Our people are the lifeblood of 

the organisation. We have set ambitious – 

sometimes overly ambitious – targets but then 

regrouped to work towards our shared goals in a 

more realistic and sensible timetable. It is so easy 

to criticise and condemn with all its associated 

negativity but mistakes are proof that you are 

trying, so learn from them or indeed ask the critic 

for their solution!  

Whatever successes we have achieved are the 

result of the dedication, commitment and 

teamwork of our entire organisation, delivered 

confidently through its people.  

I am proud of what we have accomplished 

together and confident that our Railway will 

continue to grow and prosper under new 

leadership. I have the utmost respect and 

confidence in Keith Leppard and Neil Glaskin as 
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they take the Railway forward into the next phase 

of its life, particularly with the proposed changes 

to be implemented. Please do give them your 

support and do not be afraid to ask! 

I encourage everyone to continue to work 

together with the same spirit of cooperation, 

integrity, determination and excellence that has 

always defined the Bluebell Railway.  

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve.  

I know it has not always been possible to agree to 

everything we do or what is a personal view on a 

subject and please accept sometimes decisions 

have to be made whether we like it or not.  

I leave as Chairman with so many fond memories 

and the valuable experiences and opportunities 

the role has provided me with. Yes, I know 

everything about bread and baked beans but now I 

know about building regulations, leachate, how 

many types of water there are along our Railway, 

chemical cleaners NOT to use on our carriages and 

so on: education never ceases! 

But most importantly, it is my deep appreciation 

for the relationships we have built. 

I wish each and every one of you good health and 

continued success in everything you do for the 

Railway and look forward to seeing the Bluebell 

succeed and achieve greater things in the future. 

Thank you for your support and I say that with 

respect and sincerity.  

With gratitude and best wishes  

Roy Watts 

People, value, service …Photo: Katharine James  
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BRPS EGM and AGM – 13 June 2026 
By Gavin Bennett, BRPS General Secretary 

A reminder that the Society EGM & AGM is on Saturday 13 June, with the EGM commencing at 3pm and the 

AGM at (hopefully) 4pm. Signing in will commence at 2pm. Please remember to bring your Society 

membership card to sign in – not your HOPS Card as that will not be accepted.    

The ballot box for the Trustees elections will close 30 minutes after the start of the AGM.  A further reminder 

that now we have proxy votes, we do not have a ballot box in the members’ room during the day for those 

who can't attend the meeting because they are on duty. 

An enhanced timetable will be in operation on the day, enabling members to reach the Railway by rail via East 

Grinstead if required, while also allowing time to look around before the meeting starts, and with a late train to 

allow travel back to East Grinstead after the meeting – Ed. 

 B A B A WR B A B GAD 

SP – dep 09:20 10:30 11:45 13:00 13:45 14:15 15:40 18:40 19:00 

HK – arr 09:35 10:45 12:00 13:15 

14/00 

14:30 15:56 18:55 19:25 

HK – dep  09:37 10:47 12:02 13:17 14:43 15:58 19:00 19:35 

KC – arr 09:51 11:01 12:16 13:31 

14/19 

14:57 16:12 19:15 

20/05 

KC – dep  09:53 11:03 12:18 13:33 15:03 16:13 19:17 

EG - arr 10:00 11:10 12:25 13:40 14:26 15:10 16:20 19:25 20:15 

 

EG - dep 10:15 11:30 12:45 14:00 14:45 15:30 16:35 19:45 20:35 

KC – arr  10:22 11:37 12:52 14:07 14:52 15:37 16:42 19:55 20:45 

KC – dep  10:24 11:39 12:54 14:23 15:02 15:39 16:44 20:09 20:50 

HK – arr  10:38 11:53 13:08 14:38 

15/20 

15:53 16:58 20:23 

21/10 

HK – dep  10:50 12:05 13:20 14:40 16:00 17:00 20:25 

SP - arr 11:05 12:20 13:35 14:55 15:35 16:15 17:15 20:40 21:30 
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Maunsell Locomotives Overhaul Update 
By Steve Pilcher and Chris Hunford, Maunsell Locomotive Society

Q CLASS NO 541 

A recent significant step forward at Leaky Finders 

has been that the replacement section of the 

backhead that is required has been bolted into 

place, gapped and tack welded ready for final 

welding in-situ. This is the last piece of 

replacement platework that is required for the 

boiler.  

The corners of the foundation ring have been seal-

welded, including about 75% of the platework 

across the boiler, just leaving weld repairs to the 
lower copper laps on the tubeplate before the 

boiler can be turned over and a start made on 

fitting the tubes and flues.  

On the chassis, both frame inserts have been weld 

prepped and the tie faces are now being 

machined. The left-hand frame insert will be 

welded into place first before the right section, 

which requires replacement, is removed and a new 

section inserted.  

The new axle box crowns are being white metalled 

and machined.  

The remaining areas of the inside of the frames 

have been needle-gunned and prepared for 

painting while the slide bars have been removed, 

cleaned and are ready for re-fitting and alignment.  

At Sheffield Park, there has been progress on 

various fronts. The driving wheel springs have 

been tested and just one has required sending 

away for repair.  

Work is progressing on cleaning, inspecting and 

fettling the loco’s valve gear, which will be re-

assembled once the chassis returns to Sheffield 

Park. At the time of writing the main focus is on 

cleaning up the loco’s connecting rods and having 
new bushes cast and white metalled.  

New water gauges have been manufactured and 
assembled and a new fireman’s side injector has 
been machined and is ready for fitting.  

Top: 541 boiler foundation ring rivets tooled in.  

Photo: Leaky Finders  

 

Bottom: 541’s connecting rods cleaned up awaiting 
attention to the bearings. Photo: Steve Pilcher 
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The Railway’s own pattern makers are in the 
process of repairing a pattern for the J pipe and at 

the time of writing the 3D printed patterns for the 

new snifting valves (which will be installed to help 

reduce valve wear) are at a foundry to enable them 

to be cast.  

All the good work to overhaul the tender chassis 

and construct a new tender tank took a major step 

forward in May when the newly painted tender 

tank was lowered onto the tender chassis. A very 

satisfying development, which was a worthy 

tribute to all those who had helped raise £40,000 

to assist in having the new tender tank fabricated 

by the 4253 group at the K&ESR.  

SCHOOLS CLASS NO. 928 STOWE  

At the time of writing, East Coast Castings have 

finished off the last of the pattern equipment and 

these are now at the foundry with the rest of the 

cylinder pattern. All being well, casting of the 

cylinder should begin late May.  

We would like to thank all those MLS members 

and supporters who responded so generously to 

our appeal to raise £15,000 to help cover the cost 

of machining the cylinder casting.  

 

Above: 541’s tender tank in place mounted onto the 
tender chassis.  

Photo: Melvyn Frohnsdorff  

 

Below: Another image of the patterns that have been 

made for Stowe’s new cylinder casting.  
Photo: East Coast Castings 
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Be Part of Something Special 
By Harry Watson, Volunteer Co-ordinator 

What does it really take to run the Bluebell 

Railway? 

In the first edition of this series, we explored the 

sheer scale of people power required to keep the 

Railway moving. More than 3,000 hours were 

contributed during the Spring Steam Gala alone, 

involving dozens of different operational, 

engineering and customer service roles working 

together behind the scenes. 

But while visitors often see the locomotives as the 

stars of the show, the railway experience begins 

long before the whistle blows and the train leaves 

the platform. 

For a number of volunteers, their railway journey 

starts in one of four key frontline roles: Booking 

Office Clerk, Station Staff, Travelling Ticket 

Inspector (TTI), or the Carriage Presentation 
Team. These roles sit at the heart of the visitor 

experience and provide an ideal introduction to 

the operational side of railway life. 

THE FIRST WELCOME 

Every visitor’s day begins somewhere. For some, it 
starts at the booking office window; for others, it 

begins with a smile on the platform or a friendly 

face checking tickets on board. Long before a 

locomotive leaves the shed, volunteers are already 

at work preparing the railway for another day of 

service. 

Booking Office Clerks are often the very first point 

of contact for visitors arriving at the railway. On 

the surface, the role may appear straightforward –
selling tickets and providing information – but in 

reality it requires a detailed understanding of 

timetables, fares, events and the day’s operation. 

During busy gala weekends or special events, 

booking offices can become fast-paced 

environments where staff are balancing queues, 
answering questions and helping visitors plan their 

journeys, all while ensuring the Railway keeps 

moving efficiently. 

LIFE ON THE PLATFORM 

If booking offices are the railway’s front door, 
station staff are its public face. 

From dispatching trains and assisting passengers 

to answering enquiries and maintaining platform 

safety, station teams play a vital role in keeping 

operations running smoothly. On a busy operating 

day, they are constantly balancing customer 

service with operational awareness. 

There is also far more happening behind the 

scenes than many visitors realise. Platform 
dispatch procedures, communication with guards 

and signalmen, crowd management during special 

events, and maintaining safe station operations all 

require concentration and teamwork. 

For many volunteers, station work becomes the 

first step into the wider operational railway. 

Numerous guards, signalmen, operations 

managers and even drivers first started by learning 

the basics on the platform. 

Yet despite the responsibility, it is often the 

atmosphere people remember most. Heritage 

railways are built on human interaction as much as 

steam and steel, and station staff help create the 

welcoming environment that keeps visitors 

returning year after year. 

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES 

Once the train departs, responsibility shifts to 

another key operational role: the Travelling Ticket 

Inspector. 

TTIs work throughout the train, checking and 
validating tickets while assisting passengers 

during their journey. But much like many roles on 

the railway, the reality extends far beyond the job 

title. 

For visitors unfamiliar with heritage rail travel, TTIs 

are often a source of guidance and reassurance. 

They answer questions, help families and 

passengers with accessibility needs, provide 
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timetable information and ensure passengers are 

travelling comfortably and safely. 

The role offers volunteers a unique perspective of 

the operation—working directly with both the 

public and operational teams while experiencing 

the railway in motion. 

BEHIND THE SCENES BEFORE THE PUBLIC 
ARRIVE 

Of course, none of this would matter if the train 

itself was not ready to welcome passengers. 

Long before the first departure of the day, the 

Carriage Presentation Team is already hard at 

work preparing coaches for service. While visitors 

may simply see clean windows and polished 
interiors, behind that presentation lies hours of 

careful effort. 

Seats must be cleaned, litter removed, floors 

swept, windows polished and compartments 

checked thoroughly before passengers board. 

During intensive events such as the Spring Steam 

Gala, coaches can require rapid turnarounds 

between services to maintain standards 

throughout the day. 

The Presentation team are responsible for 

ensuring the carriages not only look their best, but 

also provide a comfortable and enjoyable 

environment for visitors travelling on historic 

rolling stock. 

It is one of the Railway’s most underrated but 
essential roles. A beautifully restored carriage 

quickly loses its impact if it is not properly cared 

for day after day. 

MORE THAN JUST ENTRY-LEVEL ROLES 

While these positions may appear as entry-level 

opportunities, they carry real responsibility and 

form an essential part of the railway’s operation. 
They are also where many long-serving volunteers 

first discovered a passion for heritage railways. 

Some volunteers remain in these roles for 

decades; others use them as a stepping stone into 

signalling, guarding, engineering or management. 

But all of them contribute directly to the 

experience enjoyed by thousands of visitors every 

year. 

Together, they demonstrate an important reality: 

running a heritage railway is not simply about 

locomotives or rolling stock. It is about people. 

In the next edition of this series, we will take a 

deeper look behind the scenes at another vital part 

of the operation: the many roles required to keep 
the railway’s historic carriages maintained, 
restored and ready for service. 

If you are interested in becoming part of the Team 

at the Bluebell Railway, the Railway is always 

looking for new volunteers across a wide range of 

departments. To find out more, contact Volunteer 

Co-ordinator Neil Westoby at 

volunteer.coordinator@bluebell-railway.com or 

complete the volunteer application form.

mailto:volunteer.coordinator@bluebell-railway.com
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=SAmR2zQ2xEaCoITgT4PY9sbgTC-DHU5JizybHjakCE9UMlZHTlU0SkZSNk00RzJEUDFDS0NPSFdMRy4u&origin=QRCode
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Sharpthorn on the Move! 
Photo by Danny Robertson 

What do you do if you are organising a major steam rally next door to the Bluebell and need an exhibit to 

demonstrate the power of steam haulage? Well, borrow a steam locomotive! But even better, why not 

transport the locomotive to the site using the power of two vintage traction engines? Thus, our 1875 

Manning Wardle Sharpthorn – the locomotive that built our line – was loaded onto a trailer and transported 

the few miles from Horsted Keynes to the exhibition field adjacent to Freshfield Bank, hauled by ‘Endurance’, 
a Fowler engine built in 1895, and ‘Jess’, a Marshall engine of 1908. 

The High Weald Steam Rally takes place at Freshfield Mill Farm on June 13 – 14.  

 

https://www.highwealdsteam.co.uk/
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News in Brief
1520 HEADS NORTH 

Photo by Paul Gardner 

Another Bluebell vehicle on the move – this time 

for rather longer – is LSWR Brake 3rd No. 1520. 

This has been hired for the summer by the 

Hopetown Museum in Darlington to enable 

them to provide steam-hauled rides around their 

museum site. Paul Gardner’s photo shows the 
carriage in use there, hauled by an Andrew 

Barclay tank engine, works number 2134.  

 

S1674 RE-ENTERS SERVICE 

After extensive work by the dedicated Carriage 

& Wagon team at Horsted Keynes, Mark 1 RBR 

No. 1674 has returned to service on the Bluebell 

Railway. The coach was given a bodywork and 

internal overhaul, rewired, and repainted. A huge 

thank you to everyone involved in bringing it 

back to operational condition. 

Built in 1961 as British Railways Standard Steam 

Stock (Mk.I) Restaurant-Buffet Car No. 1674, 

'White Horse' has been beautifully refurbished 

and is seen here at Sheffield Park today, ready to 

carry passengers once again as part of the 

railway's dining and special train services. It is 

intended that the carriage will see use as a 

replacement for the LMS BGZ on board the 

Pullman Dining Train. 

BLUEBELL IN VOGUE 

Photo by Peter Edwards 

Class 67 diesel No. 67021 is seen approaching 

Leamland bridge with the Belmond Pullman 

carriages on its way to Horsted Keynes with an 

incoming charter on May 26. The leading 

carriage is Pullman Car Celia, an ex-Brighton 

Belle driving carriage. This carriage has just 

undergone a lavish re-design of its interior by 

film maker Baz Luhrmann. The charter itself was 

in connection with a commercial photo shoot. 

https://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/bluebell/pics/1520.html
https://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/bluebell/pic2/mk1/1674.html
https://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/bluebell/pic2/mk1/1674.html
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£300 Well Spent! 
By Michael Welch Images sourced by Roger Price

The recent news that Maunsell Open Third No. 

S1309 had been withdrawn after 42 years’ service 

reminded me of the sequence of events that 

culminated in its preservation, and I thought the 

tale might be of interest to members.  

By 1969 there wasn't much intact Southern 

Railway steam stock left and most of the vehicles 

that survived had been modified for departmental 

use. No. S1309 had been re-classified and re-

numbered 081642 as an 'internal user' vehicle, this 

meaning it was not in ordinary service but 

allocated for static use for railway purposes at a 

specific location. The coach actually saw service as 

an office at various locations, such as 

Brockenhurst, Eastleigh and Woking, in the late 

1960s. In late 1971 it was sent to Stewarts Lane 

depot for 'further conversion' but this did not 

happen and instead it was condemned.  

David Wigley, who had been keeping an eye on 

remaining SR coaches, arrived at the Bluebell with 

the Southern Locomotive Preservation Company's 

stock at about the same time, but was not in a 

position to take any action to save the coach and 

feared it would be scrapped. During this period 

Southern Railway electric stock was also being 

withdrawn, and Carriage & Wagon Department 

members were engaged in retrieving valuable 

components while there was the opportunity, so 

the preservation of No. S1309 was not high on the 

agenda.  

At some point Mike Sharland – who lived at one of 

the Horsted Keynes station cottages and took an 

interest in C&W Dept. affairs but was not a regular 

volunteer – became involved and vowed to save 

No. S1309 if at all possible. A small group, 

consisting of Mike, Bob Bird and myself, was 

formed which we named 'The Southern Coaching 

Stock Preservation Group'. We had obtained a 

seat unit identical to those that would have been 

fitted to No. S1309 and displayed it in the booking 

hall at Horsted Keynes with a 'Help us buy the 

coach to put round our seat' placard plus a 

collecting box.  

An appeal to members was published in Bluebell 

News. Fortunately, John Everitt, a member of the 

department, worked in the reprographic section at 

the Home Office just across the road from my BR 

office at Southern House, Croydon, and John was 

Part of a fundraising leaflet produced when 1309 was 

restored. It is interesting to read “One day we hope to 
tackle the only surviving S.R. Restaurant car”, an 
ambition that is now under way!  



 

THE BLUEBELL TIMES – A Newsletter for Bluebell Railway Members, Staff and Supporters | ISSUE 82, 12 June 2026 12  
 

 

 

 

 

able to produce unlimited supplies of appeal 

leaflets which helped spread the word. On one 

occasion John appeared in my office unannounced 

carrying a huge pile of leaflets and my boss was 

furious, pointing out that as a taxpayer he was 

'paying' for the leaflets – so I didn't ask him for a 

donation! If I remember correctly, at that time 

vehicles were not offered by competitive tender, 

which made buying a vehicle a bit of a lottery, and 

BR simply quoted the price they wanted; No. 

S1309 was eventually offered for sale for £300.  

At the same time as these efforts were ongoing to 

save No. S1309 we became aware of two other SR 

vehicles that were being disposed of.  

We knew that an intact Bulleid brake vehicle, No. 

S2515, had been earmarked for conversion to a 

gauging coach for the Civil Engineer's Dept and 

had been lying at Micheldever since withdrawal in 

the mid-1960s. During 1972 it was decided it was 

no longer required and was offered for sale. 

Bulleid Open Third No. Sc1482 was also available, 

this being one of a number of Southern Region 

carriages that were exchanged during the 1960s 

for BR Standard vehicles that were needed for 

conversion in connection with the Bournemouth 

Line electrification and latterly had been 

masquerading as DS70314 in use as a 'bothy' in 

Glasgow.  

That coach also became available for purchase 

during 1972 but there was a snag – it had already 

been reserved by the Scottish Railway 

Preservation Society (SRPS). In late 1972 I made 

the long trek to Scotland and will always 

remember walking into Bellahouston carriage 

depot unchallenged to be greeted by the sight of 

No. Sc1482 sitting on the buffer stops looking 

quite smart in lined maroon livery. The coach had 

already been involved in one exchange and the 

officers of the SRPS willingly agreed to swap it for 

the Caledonian Railway (CR) coach on the Bluebell 

– one of a pair that had regularly worked together 

Trimmers Bill and Jim working on the seating of No. 1309 in the early 1980s.  

https://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/bluebell/pic2/misc/caledonian3339.html
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north of the border. The SRPS had custody of the 

other CR coach and the swap was approved in a 

ballot of Bluebell members who no doubt decided 

that it made no sense to have matching vehicles at 

opposite ends of the country and the maintenance 

of an 'odd' vehicle would be a never-ending 

headache.  

Meanwhile our small group had obtained the 

support of Charlie Pyne, a kind and generous 

Bluebell volunteer. Mike Sharland, always a very 

persuasive person, must have convinced Charlie 

that it was a case of 'now or never' and quick 

action was needed to save the three vehicles. 

Charlie's contribution to the fund was never 

disclosed but I suspect he provided the bulk of the 

cash – a wonderful gesture.  

All three carriages were purchased in late 1972, 

No. S1309 for £300, No. Sc1482 cost £240 while we 

paid £330 for No. S2515. The movement of No. 

Sc1482 from Scotland was arranged by my contact 

in the Supplies Manager's office at Derby, who was 

a keen enthusiast, and he made the 'mistake' of 

pricing its movement as a wagon. If I remember 

correctly, the 440 mile journey to Haywards Heath 

goods yard only cost us £40 thus proving it always 

pays to have friends in high places.  

Delivery of the vehicles was originally scheduled 

for December 1972 but a serious accident at 

Copyhold Junction on 16th December disrupted 

the timetable and delayed transhipment to 

Sheffield Park until early March. The road 

movement, efficiently organised by Bob Bird, was 

undertaken by Sunter Bros. of Northallerton, 

North Yorkshire, and in the weeks leading up to 

the 'big day' Bob seemed to be in touch with 

Sunters on an almost daily basis. Mike Sharland 

was also busy dealing with a stubborn and 

unhelpful chap in the freight manager's office at 

Waterloo, who thought we were made of money, 

and wanted to charge a fortune for the movement 

of the other two coaches. The parties eventually 

came to an agreement but probably not until Mike 

threatened to involve his local MP!  

When it arrived at the railway No. S1309 had no 

seating, but 4-Cor electric stock which had suitable 

seat units, was being withdrawn by BR and I 

discovered that unit No.3154 was one of the last 

with 'red chain link' trimming. I asked a colleague 

in the SR rolling stock maintenance control (I sat at 

an adjoining desk!) to let me know when it was 

withdrawn. Luckily, No.3154's upholstery, a 

particularly durable pattern, was still in reasonable 

condition despite some years of use. Naturally we 

'pounced' on No.3154 immediately it was 

withdrawn and obtained the seats we needed 

which didn't look too bad after the upholstery had 

been shampooed.  

David Wigley is rightly credited for his role in the 

preservation of coach No. S3687 but, in my 

opinion, No. S1309 would also never have been 

saved without his foresight and initial impetus that 

led to the purchase of two additional Bulleid 

vehicles – quite a legacy and one that the Bluebell 

continues to benefit from to this day. The delivery 

of the coaches was the culmination of many 

months of dedicated effort, meticulous planning in 

conjunction with Sunter Bros. and not a little arm 

twisting. 

I would like to thank Keith Leppard for his help 

during the compilation of this article.  

 

No. 1309 formerly launched into traffic by Dr John 

Coliey of National Railway Museum, with Trevor 

Rapley and Graham Ward – 2 December 1984. 

https://www.railwaysarchive.co.uk/eventsummary.php?eventID=497
https://www.railwaysarchive.co.uk/eventsummary.php?eventID=497
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Beachy Head Goes Western 
Photos by David Cable 

The honour of the first “off railway” visit for No. 32424 ‘Beachy Head’ went to Didcot Railway Centre, who 
hosted the locomotive for two weekends in late May. A notable feature of the journey to Didcot was that the 

“final mile”, after unloading, was over mainline rails, since Didcot is cut off from all lorry movements, and 

unloading takes place away from the centre itself.  
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 The shed environment at Didcot allowed posing a number of atmospheric shed scenes. One notable location was the 

Didcot turntable. This is a former Southern Railway turntable, having been originally installed at Southampton 

Docks. Since the Atlantics did on occasion travel as far afield as Southampton in their later years, it is possible that 

the original Beachy Head may have used that very turntable! 
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Henry the Collecting Dog 
By Tony Hillman, Deputy Curator Photos by James Cummins

On Wednesday June 3rd, a new special display was opened in 

the Museum which displays artifacts relating to the London 

& South Western Railway Orphanage. This display 

compliments the permanent Woking Homes exhibit. Many 

of the items are on loan from Woking Homes with items on 

display which are over 100 years old and have never been on 

public display before. We are very grateful to Sarah Kemp, 

CEO Woking Homes, for loaning the Museum these items. 

Some items from the Bluebell Southern Railways Archive are 

also included.  

To celebrate the opening of the exhibition, Henry the 

Collecting Dog was at Sheffield Park. He is normally at 

Woody Bay on the Lynton & Barnstaple Railway and collects 

money for both that railway and Woking Homes. Bertie, 

Henry’s apprentice, also attended along with their owner 
John. During the day Sarah Kemp presented Henry with his 

latest medal having now collected over £5,000.  

The exhibition will be in the Museum until September. The 

“Tracing the Rails” YouTube channel has produced a film 
covering the events of the day, which can be viewed here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5TvWXiErqxw  

Above: Owner John with (front to back) collecting dog Henry, apprentice dog Bertie and London Jack.  

 

Below left: Sarah Kemp, CEO of Woking Homes, presents Henry with his latest collecting medal. 

 

Below right: The display of items connected with the L&SWR Orphanage 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5TvWXiErqxw
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Carriage Shop and Brighton Circle Donate 
£500 
By Chris Wilson, Carriage Shop volunteer

This month, the Carriage Shop team is pleased to 

donate £500 to the Stroudley Coach Fund to 

support the restoration work being carried out by 

the team. The funds for this donation were raised 

from the sale of items kindly provided by The 

Brighton Circle. 

Nicholas Pryor, from the Brighton Circle, said: 

“The Circle has been supporting the Bluebell 
Railway Carriage Shop for some time with 

donations of items for sale in the shop, and with 

the sale of their special edition wagons. We are 

pleased to be able to extend our relationship to 

the support of volunteer work at the Bluebell 

Railway, particularly that with a Brighton aspect. 

We are delighted to participate with the Carriage 

Shop in this donation to the Stroudley Coach 

Fund, which is funded principally by the sale of 

items donated by Circle members. We hope this 

will be the first of many. 

“The Brighton Circle is the line society for the 
London, Brighton and South Coast Railway. We 

focus on the study and recording of the history 

and operations of the railway and have recently 

celebrated our 50th anniversary. We also 

encourage historically accurate modelling as a 

means of extending and developing our 

knowledge. We have many members in common 

with the Bluebell Railway. We are also a 

contributing participant to the Bluebell Railway 

Museum – Southern Railways Archive. 

“Readers keen to know more about the Circle 
should visit www.lbscr.org or contact 

secretary@lbscr.org”  

Sheina Foulkes said: 

 “The Stroudley Team volunteers would like to put 
on record their grateful thanks to Nicholas Pryor 

and the Brighton Circle for their generosity in 

donating items for sale in the Carriage Shop at 

Horsted Keynes for the benefit of the Bluebell 

Stroudley Coach Fund. This will help to continue 

the restoration of the Stroudley carriages 

belonging to the Bluebell Railway Trust, which 

form a large part of the Stroudley Train Project. 

“With both Brake Third No. 949 and Five-

Compartment Third No. 328 nearing completion, 

the team is looking forward to starting work soon 
on Five-Compartment Third No. 992, which will be 

Above: Stroudley team members Robin Cane, Paul 

Cripps and Cliff Palmer 

 

Below: Carriage Shop will have a wide selection of 

models for the Model Railway weekend 

https://www.lbscr.org/History/Circle/index.html
https://www.lbscr.org/History/Circle/index.html
http://www.lbscr.org/
mailto:secretary@lbscr.org


 

THE BLUEBELL TIMES – A Newsletter for Bluebell Railway Members, Staff and Supporters | ISSUE 82, 12 June 2026 18  
 

 

 

 

 

the fourth Stroudley carriage to be restored to 

running condition. 

“Our thanks also to the Carriage Shop team for 
their continuing support of Bluebell Railway 

projects.” 

The Carriage Shop is open every weekend, 

including the Model Railway Weekend on 27 and 

28 June, when we will have an excellent variety of 

model railway items for sale. 

For up-to-date opening dates and times, please 

visit: facebook.com/BluebellRailwayCarriageShop  

The Carriage Shop was established in 1989 and is 

operated entirely by volunteers, with the sole 

purpose of raising funds to support projects across 

the Bluebell Railway. 

We are continually looking for donations of model 

railway items, Thomas the Tank Engine books or 

toys, and railway and transport books. If you can 

help, please get in touch: 

bluebellrailwaycarriageshop@gmail.com 

 

Archive Update 
By Chris Wilson, Bluebell Railway archive volunteer

This month, we have added a further 386 images 

to the Bluebell Railway Museum – Southern 

Railways Archive website. 

We are pleased to be making available a first set of 

250 photographs taken by the late J.H. Aston. Five 

of these images were taken in 1939, with the 

remainder dating from 1947 and 1948, capturing 

an interesting period in railway history. Jim 

Aston’s railway photographs are rightly held in 

high regard for their quality, and many have 

featured in publications over the years. With help 

from Jim’s family, we will be adding some 
biographical information to the website in the near 

future. 

There are also 136 photographs taken by Joe Kent 

in 1951. 

All photographs currently available to purchase 

can be viewed in our Archive Online Store: 

https://southern-railways-archive.com/shop/  

There are various ways to search for images on the 

new website, including a quick search that looks 

across the photograph description. There are also 

more specific search options for class, number, 

name, location, and date, together with filters for 

photographers and tags. Tags include coaches, 

Pullmans, signals and signal boxes, stations, and 

many other subjects. 

https://www.facebook.com/BluebellRailwayCarriageShop
mailto:bluebellrailwaycarriageshop@gmail.com
https://southern-railways-archive.com/
https://southern-railways-archive.com/
https://southern-railways-archive.com/shop/
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Every photograph sold directly helps the 

Photograph Archive, providing much-needed 

funds for conservation and storage materials. 

If you have a collection of photographs, negatives, 

slides, or digital images that you would be 

interested in depositing with the Archive, so that 

they can be preserved for the future, please get in 

touch by emailing enquiries@southern-railways-

archive.com 

We have also added 114 new documents to the 

website, all relating to Carriage Workings. 

Our new website includes information about the 

Archive, the collections we hold, and how you can 

visit and support us. You can explore it at: 

https://southern-railways-archive.com/

 

Above: SR A1X class 2640 at Eastleigh Works, on Saturday 5 July 1947 – J.H. Aston [275044] 

https://southern-railways-archive.com/
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On This Day, June 12 
By Tony Hillman, Deputy Curator 

Pictures from the archive this month were all taken on the 12 June. Thanks to Martin Elms, Richard Peirce, Chris 

Sutton, Roger Merry-Price and Chris Wilson for finding the pictures and researching the notes  

Letterkenny, in the Republic of Ireland, on 

Thursday 12 June 1952. The station was on the 

Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway, a 3-foot 

narrow gauge system that served parts of County 

Londonderry and County Donegal. At one time 

‘The Swilly’ operated 99 miles of railways but 

always struggled to remain profitable with the 

result that from 1929 it began a transition to bus 

and road freight services. 

Originally services went west of Letterkenny for 

nearly 50 miles to Burtonport, a tiny fishing village 

in west Donegal. The line meandered through 

some of the bleakest and poorest countryside in 

Ireland and in 1940 a decision was made to close 

the line completely from Letterkenny to 

Burtonport along with passenger services east to 

Londonderry. However, because of the 

‘Emergency’ (as WW2 was called in the Republic) 
freight services continued to run as far west as 

Gweedore with passengers carried in the daily 

freight service from Londonderry until buses could 

be obtained. The line was in such poor condition 

that regular freight services finished in January 

1947 with the final specials following in June 1947. 

In 1953 it was decided to close the two surviving 

freight-only lines from Derry northwards to 

Buncrana and the one west to Letterkenny. By this 

time the latter had two daily return freights, 

running six days a week. The last train from 

Letterkenny was the 2.15pm on Saturday 8 August 

1953 hauled by the locomotive depicted in the 

photograph. 
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No. 15, a 4-6-2T was built by Hudswell Clarke in 

1899 and around 1945 had its round top firebox 

replaced by a Belpaire type.  Following closure of 

the lines it was scrapped in 1954. 

The Swilly continued to run bus services until 

HMRC forced it into liquidation in 2014. At that 

time, it was the oldest railway company in the 

world to continue trading. Ironically in 2024 the 

All-Island Strategic Rail Review envisaged 

recreating the Derry to Letterkenny rail route 

within 25 years. 

Photo: JJ Smith [042705]

On Saturday 12 June 1954, JJ Smith visited 

Alexandra Palace to photograph the station in the 

last few weeks before its closure on 5 July 1954. 

Seen at the platform is a two carriage train typical 

of the limited peak-hour service in operation in the 

final years. The locomotive is ex LNER N2 0-6-2T 

No. 69576. Designed by Nigel Gresley and built by 

Hawthorn Leslie, it entered service in December 

1928 and was withdrawn in July 1959.   

Alexandra Palace was at the end of a short branch 

which left the Great Northern Railway’s Finsbury 

Park to Edgware line at Park Junction (Highgate). 

It opened in May 1873 and was built to serve the 

new entertainment venue named for Alexandra, 

then Princess of Wales. The complex suffered a 

disastrous fire just two weeks after opening and 

the station then began the first of many periods of 

temporary closure due to insufficient traffic. 

Alexandra Palace station reopened on a more 

permanent basis in 1891 and by the 1930s, now in 

LNER ownership, had a half hourly service from 

Finsbury Park with some direct trains to Broad 

Street. Over the years there were also through 

workings to Kings Cross and Moorgate via the 

Metropolitan ‘Widened Lines’. 

In 1935 the London Passenger Transport Board 

(LPTB) announced that the LNER line from 

Finsbury Park to Edgware and its Alexandra Palace 

and High Barnet branches would be electrified and 

become part of the Northern Line as part of the 

‘Northern Heights  ’project. The section from 
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Alexandra Palace via Highgate would be linked to 

the former Great Northern & City Railway 

(GN&CR) line to Moorgate south of Finsbury Park.  

The LPTB scheme was only partly completed and 

work on the electrification between Finsbury Park 

and Alexandra Palace was abandoned during the 

Second World War and not restarted afterwards. 

By the early 1950s declining passenger numbers 

made closure inevitable. The former railway from 

Finsbury Park including the branch to Alexandra 

Palace is now the Parkland Walk. 

Photo: JJ Smith [043812] 

On Friday 12 June 1964, John Scrace visited 

Dorchester South. While there he photographed 

the 1.30pm Weymouth to Waterloo leaving, 

having reversed into the up terminal platform after 

arrival from Weymouth. The down platform is 

visible on the left hand side of the picture and the 

piles of coal in front mark the site of Dorchester 

loco shed closed on 17 June 1957. The train is 

formed of five Bulleid corridor coaches hauled by 

Merchant Navy Class 4-6-2 35005 Canadian Pacific 

of Bournemouth Shed (70F). The loco worked 

through to Waterloo, more coaches being added 

at Bournemouth Central. It was working 

Bournemouth Duty 430 arriving at Weymouth on 

the 5.40am from Waterloo which it took over at 

Bournemouth Central.  

Dorchester was the terminus of the Southampton 

and Dorchester Railway opened on 1 June 1847. 

When the curve to the GWR was opened on 20 

January 1857 it necessitated trains in both 

directions shunting to access the station. This 

caused delays and after an accident in 1877 a new 

southbound platform was brought into use on 5 

May 1879. Up trains still had to reverse into the 

now up platform, a situation that remained until 

28 June 1970 when a new up platform on the curve 

was brought into use. Dorchester was renamed 

Dorchester South on 26 September 1949 to avoid 

confusion with the ex-GWR station at Dorchester 

West. 

35005 was constructed at Eastleigh Works in 

December 1941 as 21C5, although the boiler had 
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to be supplied by private industry and the tender 

was built at Ashford Works. Eventually one of a 

class of thirty it was named on 27 March 1942 and 

renumbered 35005 in December 1948. It spent all 

of its all too short working life of 23 years 10 

months on the Western Section and in May 1959 

was modified at Eastleigh Works. It was 

withdrawn from Weymouth in October 1965 and 

after a period in Woodhams Bros yard, was 

eventually preserved on the Watercress Line. 

Photo: J.Scrace [141730]

Feedback – Brighton Signal Box 
Thanks to our regular readers for feedback on The Bluebell Times. Graham Floyd sent the following notes about 

the photo of Brighton Signal Box in the May issue. 

If you have any feedback on any article in The Bluebell Times, please send them to bluebelltimes@bluebell-

railway.com. We can’t respond to every email, but they are all read and where appropriate forwarded to the 
relevant parties. 

I always enjoy articles on railway signalling 

and that of course includes the article in the 

May edition about Brighton's 1932 signalbox. 

Unfortunately a piece of misinformation 

regarding the frame has crept into a couple 

of publications including this one, and that is 

that the frame at Brighton was the first on 

the Southern Railway of the Westinghouse 

Style L which is incorrect – that distinction 

goes to the frame at North Kent East by 3 

years which was the first Style L frame built. 

North Kent East (serial number 37) was 

ordered in January 1929 whereas Brighton 

was serial number 55 and was ordered in 

January 1932. 

Interestingly, a number of parts from North 
Kent East survive in the Hampton Court 

Junction frame at the Thames Ditton Steam 

Railway whereas (as far as I am aware) none 

of Brighton's frame remains.

mailto:bluebelltimes@bluebell-railway.com
mailto:bluebelltimes@bluebell-railway.com
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Vacancy – Volunteer 
Finance Director 
COULD YOU HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF THE BLUEBELL 
RAILWAY? 
Behind every train that runs, every project that is delivered and every visitor 

who enjoys a day out at the Bluebell Railway is a complex organisation that 

requires strong leadership and sound financial management. 

We are seeking a volunteer Finance Director to join the PLC Board and play a 

key role in guiding the railway's financial future. This is an exciting 

opportunity for a suitably qualified individual to use their professional 

expertise to support one of Britain's leading heritage railways, helping to 

ensure its long-term sustainability for future generations. 

Working closely with the Finance Manager, Board colleagues and 

department leaders across the railway, the Finance Director will provide 

strategic financial oversight, support business planning and investment 

decisions, and help ensure the organisation continues to operate on a secure 

financial footing. 

This is a unique opportunity to combine professional skills with a passion for 

heritage, preservation and volunteering, making a tangible contribution to 

the future success of the railway. 

FINANCE DIRECTOR 
As a PLC Board member, the Finance Director has the professional 

responsibility for the management of the company’s trading and to oversee 
the work of the Finance Manager and to assist the other departments where 

financial advice is required. This involves the management of the budgets 

together with the provision of the year- end financial statements, to liaise 

with the auditors and to produce the annual cashflow budget for Board 

approval. 

You would be required to attend Board meetings and to provide monthly 

board reports incorporating comparisons with budgets and recommend 

actions required to ensure the company’s cash flow remains on budget; 
profit and loss accounts on special events and products; and oversee the 

company’s insurance and banking relationships. 

The applicant would be expected to have current knowledge of UKGAAP 

and VAT legislation, and would be required to correspond with outside 

governing bodies. 

This is a volunteer post that carries no remuneration or specific hours of 

duty. However, the successful applicant will require sufficient time and 

flexibility to effectively undertake this role and have the appropriate 

accounting competencies to meet the professional requirements of the 

position. 

If you believe you have the right qualifications and experience for this job, 

please send your CV to lisa.boyle@bluebell-railway.com  

mailto:lisa.boyle@bluebell-railway.com
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Tail Lamp 
If you’ve enjoyed this issue of The Bluebell Times, feel free to pass it on 

to other people you think might also want to read it. 

To find out when the next issue is out and for other updates about the 

Bluebell Railway, check our website or follow us on Facebook, Twitter 

and Instagram. 

Contributors to this issue:

 Gavin Bennett 

 James Cummins 

 Peter Edwards  

 Martin Elms 

 Graham Floyd 

 Melvyn Frohnsdorff 

 Paul Gardner 

 Nick Gilliam 

 Tony Hillman 

 Chris Hunford 

 Katharine James 

 Tom James 

 Roger Merry-Price 

 Richard Peirce 

 Steve Pilcher 

 Roger Price 

 Danny Robertson 

 Chris Sutton 

 Harry Watson 

 Michael Welch 

 Chris Wilson 

 Roy Watts 

 

The 
Bluebell 

Times 
A Newsletter for 
Bluebell Railway 

Members, Staff and 
Supporters  

 

The Bluebell Times is published 

monthly on the second Friday 
of each month. The next issue 

is scheduled to be available 

on 10 July 2026 from  
 bluebell-railway.com/bluebell-times 

If you have any comments or 

feedback about this issue or 

suggestions for future articles 

or features, contact: 

The Bluebell Times editor  

Tom James  
bluebelltimes@bluebell-railway.com  

 

Photo: Nick Gilliam 

https://www.bluebell-railway.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bluebellrailway
https://twitter.com/bluebellrailway
https://instagram.com/bluebell_railway
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/bluebell-times
mailto:bluebelltimes@bluebell-railway.com
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