
Important Service Update – Steam Services
Following advice from the fire service and in light of the current hot, dry
weather conditions, prolonged lack of rainfall and the increased risk of

lineside fires, the Bluebell Railway has taken the decision that, from
tomorrow, no steam locomotives will operate until further notice.

This decision has not been taken lightly. Whilst we understand that many of our passengers,
volunteers and supporters will be disappointed, our priority must always be the safety of the

railway, our neighbours and the beautiful Sussex countryside through which we operate.

The Bluebell Railway has a comprehensive fire risk management process in place and
continuously monitors weather conditions, ground conditions, vegetation, wind direction and
other operational factors throughout the year. During periods of prolonged dry weather and

elevated fire risk, additional measures are introduced to help mitigate the possibility of
lineside fires.

However, with the current exceptional weather conditions, extremely dry ground and the
ongoing lack of rainfall, we believe it is the responsible course of action to temporarily
suspend steam operations. This precaution has been taken to help protect our lineside,

neighbouring land, local wildlife and surrounding communities, while ensuring our operations
do not place any unnecessary demand on local fire and emergency services.

We appreciate that many visitors come to experience the sights, sounds and atmosphere of
steam, and we thank everyone for their understanding and continued support during this

period. 

Every visit to the Bluebell Railway helps support the preservation of our historic railway, and
we hope you will continue to visit us throughout the summer holidays.

Services from Thursday 30 July.

Our daily service timetable has been amended and will operate as follows. All services,
including our dining and supper trains, will be operated by heritage diesel locomotives.

Departures from Sheffield Park:

� 10:30 � 1:00 � 3:00

Our Customer Services Team will be contacting all booked groups and third-party operators
shortly.

We will continue to review the situation daily in consultation with the relevant authorities
and will resume steam operations as soon as it is safe to do so.

Thank you for your continued understanding, patience and support. We look
forward to welcoming you to the Bluebell Railway.
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