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Amongst the older contingent of the Locomotive Department, tales 

of the “long hot summer of ‘76” are legion – footplate heroics 

exacerbated by the fact that that was also the year in which Blackmore 

Vale returned to traffic. But fifty years from now, will we be talking of 

the “heatwaves of 2026”? At the time, 1976 was the hottest summer 
for over 40 years – which has rather more of a ring to it than “hottest 
summer since – last year, maybe?” The point being that summers in 

which some days are closer to 40°C than 30°C are here to stay. Such 

events have an unpredictable impact on the Railway – this summer we 

have already had two separate occasions in which the Railway has 

prudently decided to cut back the day’s service on account of severe 
weather warnings, but such events are likely to become more, not less 

common in the future. The risks to crew welfare, passenger comfort 

and lineside fires all must be considered, not to mention the direct 

impact on the budget from cutting planned services. 

It may seem somewhat counterintuitive to consider the seriousness of 

climate change when our very motto – Floreat Vapor – is predicated on 

allowing the public to enjoy the product of burning coal. But actually, 

that is little different from many leisure activities. The carbon 

footprint of a few hundred people travelling to enjoy a steam train 
ride is no worse than a similar number travelling to a shopping mall to 

buy the latest fast fashion imported from half-way around the world – 

and in addition we have a much more positive story to tell of 11 miles 

of lineside teeming with wildlife, not to mention the almost mythical 

ability of an organisation such as ours to restore and recycle rather 

than throw away and buy new. Those benefits are not negligible. 

So we shouldn’t feel guilty for enjoying the trains this summer – but 

do spare a thought for the suffering crew! 

Tom James, Editor 
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First Thoughts 
By Keith Leppard, BRPS Chairman 

After debating for rather too long whether there 

was a snappy recurring title that I could devise that 

would be a worthy successor to ‘Watts Occurring’, 
I’ve settled for a descriptive one-off ‘First 
Thoughts’ for this, my first contribution to Bluebell 
Times as Chair of the BRPS. Of course, among 

other things, it naturally lends itself to a title of 

‘Second Thoughts’ for my August piece but I’m 
hoping not to need to use that title anytime soon! 

As planned, I took over from Roy Watts at the 

conclusion of the Society AGM on June 13th, which 

already seems quite a long time ago. As I’ve 
written elsewhere, but it bears repetition, we owe 

Roy an enormous debt of gratitude for everything 

he has done for the management of our Railway 

over the past three decades, and particularly for 

being prepared to step back up again to the 

Chairman role – twice in fact - since his first 

retirement in 2016; his will be big shoes indeed to 

fill.  

As well as the AGM, June 13th included an EGM at 

which the members passed overwhelmingly a 

Special Resolution that empowers the Trustees to 

pursue the restructuring plan that we have been 

working on since last year. This plan will see the 

Society and the plc become combined ultimately 

into a single charitable community benefit society 

(CCBS). There were 237 members present to ask 

me plenty of searching questions about the plan 

but when it came to a vote, the result (420 in 

favour, including proxy votes, and only one against 

with four abstentions), clearly showed they were 

convinced that the plan represents the best way 

forward for the Railway. The focus now of both the 

GWR Saint Class No. 2999 "Lady of Legend" approaching New Road bridge with the 9.20am train from Sheffield Park 

on 28 June 2026. Photo: Peter Edwards 
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Society and plc Boards is on making the plan a 

reality. The EGM also agreed to proposals that will 

end the sale of new Life Memberships in the 

Society after 30th September.  

The railway is now into the peak summer season 

and everyone is busy providing the carriages for 

our passengers to travel and eat in, turning out the 

locomotives to haul the trains and for our visitors 

to admire, keeping all of the infrastructure needed 

for operations up to scratch and of course filling all 

the turns needed on the footplate, for guards, 

signalmen, station staff and in our museum, shops 

and catering outlets. It’s a massive team effort and 
the positive feedback that we routinely receive 

from visitors is a tribute to everyone involved. 

One example of this feedback came just last 

Friday, when plc Chair Paul Everington and I were 

hosting the Chair of Lewes District Council, 

Councillor Charlotte Keenan, and the immediate 

past Chair, Councillor Paul Davies, on the Wealden 

Rambler. As we rolled back into Sheffield Park at 

the end of the trip, a couple seated across the aisle 

from us – having detected that Paul and I were 

something to do with the railway – launched into 

effusive praise for what we do and how well we do 

it: they said they had been on the Rambler seven 
times so far, plus trips on the Golden Arrow. As an 

unscripted endorsement of our railway and what 

we offer, it was hard to beat! The two Councillors 

were also very impressed by everything we 

showed them during their visit, which also took in 

the loco works, SteamWorks and the museum, 

while we explored with them during the day the 

various ways in which the Council may be able to 

help us.  

So how is this year’s operating season going? As 
Roy has said here over the past couple of months, 

results from the early part of the year were 

encouraging, continuing the trend from the 

excellent late 2025 that we had. Bringing that up 

to date, the most recent monthly accounts 

indicate that we are still more or less on budget, 

i.e. where we expected to be. Advance sales for 

the recent Model Railway weekend were up on last 

year but fare receipts on AGM day were a bit 

down. Anecdotally, when I’ve looked at the 
loadings on trains passing through Horsted Keynes 

recently, whilst there have been plenty of people 

around, the trains were perhaps not quite as busy 

as they might have been – the hot weather is 

maybe taking its toll. Another reason – if one were 

needed – to hope for some cooler weather and, 

dare I say it, some rain?  

Lastly a mention for a project that has been long in 

the pipeline but is now actually coming to fruition: 

the reconstruction and resurfacing of the drive at 

Horsted Keynes. The Infrastructure team started 

work in earnest on this soon after the AGM and so 

have been toiling outdoors in the worst of the 

summer heat. Right now, with work in full swing, it 

has to be said that the drive is even more of a 
moonscape than it ever was but I know it will be 

much improved when the job is completed: the 

tyres and suspension of every vehicle visiting 

Horsted will be so grateful! 

Whether you are enjoying or enduring the several 

heatwaves we’ve had recently, thank you for 
continuing to show up at the Railway to do your bit 

to keep everything running smoothly.
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BRPS EGM and AGM 
By Gavin Bennett, BRPS General Secretary

The results of the votes at the EGM, and of the 

election of Trustees at the AGM, are below: 

EGM RESOLUTIONS: 

Resolution 1: New Article 34 to convert the 

Society to a Community Benefit Society, subject 

to the Society agreeing the Rules of the new CBS 

at a subsequent EGM 

420 votes for, 1 against and 4 abstentions 

Resolutions 2 & 3: Abolish the sale of NEW Life 

Memberships with effect from 1st October 2026 

Resolution 2: 350 for, 22 against and 12 abstentions 

Resolution 3: 354 for, 14 against and 12 abstentions 

Resolution 4: Revision to Articles 14 and 17 to 

clarify when Special Resolutions are appropriate 

and correcting an oversight from 2025 

381 for, 2 against and 2 abstentions 

AGM ELECTIONS: 

Election of Chairman, Vice Chairman and 

Membership Trustee: 

Only one nomination for each these posts was 

received and Keith Leppard (Chairman), Neil 

Glaskin (Vice Chairman) and Andrew Graham 

(Membership Trustee) were duly elected. 

Election of Trustees: 

 Tim Preston – 262 votes – Elected 

 Annette Courtenage-Dennis – 259 votes – 

Elected 

 Ben Wetherall – 232 votes – Elected 

 Jamie Hooper – 191 votes – Elected 

 Alex Widdowson – 117 votes 

 James Parker – 107 votes 

 Peter Gilbert – 93 votes 

Congratulations to those elected and 

commiserations to those who were unsuccessful. 

Thank you all for standing for election.

Long Service Awards
60 YEARS 

 Linds Attrell 

 David Westcott 

50 YEARS 

 Neil Bridle 

 Jonathan Burley 

 Tom Simcock 

 Howard Strongitharm 

 Colin Tomlins 

40 YEARS 

 Mike Hawkins 

 Margaret Marriott 

 Paul Lewis Norris 

25 YEARS 

 Ian Book 

 Stephen Fairweather 

 Robert Gerrard 

 Helen Lovell 

 Tom Lovell 

 Elaine Swann 

10 YEARS 

 Robert Dale 

 Nigel Buck 

 Cameron Maxwell 

 James Parker 

 Christian Petersen 

 Ian Swann 

 Robert Verrall 

 Chris Wilson 

Those certificates not claimed at 

the AGM or left for collection by 

arrangement are with me. Please 

contact me at 

gavin.bennett@bluebell-

railway.com.   

mailto:gavin.bennett@bluebell-railway.com
mailto:gavin.bennett@bluebell-railway.com
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Maunsell Locomotives Overhaul Update 
By Steve Pilcher and Chris Hunford, Maunsell Locomotive Society

Q CLASS NO 541 

Down at Leaky Finders the replacement section of 

the backhead has had the root weld completed as 

part of securing it into place. Stay holes have been 

drilled through and measured so that Leaky 

Finders can maunfacture the correct length stays – 

see photo. 

Inside the boiler all the palm stay brackets have 

had to be removed following suspected cracking. 

These have now been NDT’d and two will require 
replacement. 

On the frames all the inside faces have been 

cleaned and painted up to gloss coat – see photo. 

Back at Bluebell, workshop volunteers have been 

busy bolting down the tender tank onto the 

chassis. At the time of writing all was complete 

except for two bolts that are in awkward-to-access 

positions. 

Meanwhile the Maunsell Locomotive Society 

volunteers have been progressing repairs to the 

boiler cladding, which is a fiddly job requiring 

cutting out wasted areas and then making suitable 

sized pieces to weld back into place. 

SCHOOLS CLASS NO 928 STOWE 

The cylinder patterns are now at the foundry and 

the sand mouldings have been made as the final 

step prior to the cylinder casting being produced. 

We would like to thank all those MLS members 

and supporters who responded so generously to 

our appeal to raise £15,000 to help cover the cost 

of machining the cylinder casting. 

 

Top: Replacement section of 541 boiler backhead 

root welded into place. Photo: Leaky Finders  

Middle: Inside of 541’s frames after cleaning and 
painting. Photo: Leaky Finders  

Bottom: Sand moulds for Stowe’s cylinder casting. 
Photo: East Coast Castings 
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Tank Wagon AM 812 Joins the Goods Fleet 
By Matt Lander, Bluebell Railway Goods Division

This week the Bluebell Railway Goods Division 

finished the restoration of tank wagon AM 812 

(aka Esso 1921). 

A brief history of the vehicle: This tank wagon was 

built in January 1942 by Hurst Nelson of 

Motherwell for the Air Ministry and numbered AM 

812. It was initially a Class A tank which means it 

carried liquids like petrol, aviation spirit and 

anything else with a flash point below 23 degrees. 

Around February 1948 it was bought by Esso – 

then still the Anglo American Oil Co. – 

renumbered 1921 and converted to Class B spec 

with ladders, bottom discharge and steam heating 

coils (for warming up heavier liquids).  

It was restored by Wagon Repairs Limited at Esso's 

expense and was donated to the Bluebell in 

November 1977. During the 1990s it was 
overhauled at the Bluebell which included 

removing the tank barrel. It ran up until 2015 when 

it was withdrawn. 

In June 2025 we started work on both the oil tank 

wagons as part of a filming contract which paid for 

grit blasting and priming and a load of new timber 

to replace the rotten packings at each end. 

Work on this wagon has included: 

 Fully recording all the livery/signwriting 

information 

 Contract grit blasting and priming in black as 

requested by the filming company 

 Almost all new packing timbers 

 Full repaint into Air Ministry matt dark grey 

including recreated stencils that match the 

originals found 
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 New replica cast resin Air Ministry owner’s 

plates made 

 Non destructive testing of drawgear and axles. 

This week the Ultrasonic Axle Testing (UAT) was 

completed by a contractor. Initial indications were 

good but we won’t know for sure until the official 

paperwork is received.  

The group should be very proud of what's been 

achieved on this restoration. We're now putting 

our efforts into finishing off Shell Tank No. 4497 

and will be starting to dismantle the SR Conflat D 

39617 ready to start its restoration.

 

HOW TO HELP 

Please consider donating to our Bluebell Railway Trust held fund to 

enable us to continue this work. Select the Wagon Repair Fund from the 

drop-down menu: www.bluebell-railway.com/trust/make-a-donation/  

 

 

 Left: Careful removal of paint layers revealed 

the outlines of the original lettering, which 

were recorded and faithfully reproduced when 

the wagon was overhauled (compare with 

photo on previous page). 

 

Below: Reproduction Air Ministry owner’s 
plate. 

https://www.bluebell-railway.com/trust/make-a-donation/
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Keeping our Heritage Rolling 
By Harry Watson, Volunteer Co-ordinator

What does it really take to keep our heritage 

rolling? 

In the previous editions of this series, we've 

explored the people behind the operation of the 

Bluebell Railway. We discovered the scale of the 

volunteer effort required to run a heritage railway 

and took a closer look at some of the frontline 

operational roles that keep trains moving and 

visitors smiling. 

But once the train has left the platform, have you 

ever stopped to think about the carriage you're 

travelling in? 

Whether you're sitting in a beautifully restored 

Victorian four-wheeler, a Southern Railway 

Maunsell coach or a BR Mk1, every carriage on the 

Bluebell Railway has its own story. More 

importantly, every one of those vehicles relies on a 

dedicated team of volunteers who inspect it, 

maintain it, repair it and, when the time comes, 

painstakingly restore it. 

Unlike modern rolling stock, our heritage vehicles 

cannot simply be replaced when they wear out. 

Many are unique survivors, some dating back well 

over a century, and preserving them is every bit as 

important as maintaining the locomotives that 

haul them. 

Every journey our visitors enjoy today is only 

possible because of thousands of hours of work 

carried out behind workshop doors.  

MORE THAN JUST A COAT OF PAINT 

Visitors naturally admire the gleaming varnished 

teak, polished brass fittings and immaculate 

Above: Paul Giles building a loose chair for Car No. 54  
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paintwork. They see comfortable seats, clean 

windows and beautifully restored interiors. 

What they don't see is everything hidden beneath 

the surface. 

A carriage restoration is rarely a case of sanding 

down some timber and applying a fresh coat of 

paint. More often than not, it begins with 

uncovering decades of wear, corrosion and 

deterioration that must first be carefully 

addressed. 

Rotten timber framing may need replacing. Steel 

bodywork requires cutting out and welding in new 

sections. Windows are rebuilt, doors remade, 

brake systems overhauled, electrical wiring 

renewed and interior panelling painstakingly 

repaired or recreated using traditional techniques. 

Some projects involve returning a coach to service 

after routine repairs. Others can take many years, 

requiring thousands of volunteer hours before 

passengers are once again able to step aboard. 

Each carriage presents its own challenges, making 

no two restoration projects ever quite the same. 

A WORKSHOP FULL OF SPECIALISTS 

The Carriage & Wagon Department is far more 

than a single workshop. It is a collection of 

specialist teams, each preserving different aspects 

of Britain's railway heritage. 

Within the main workshops, volunteers undertake 

everything from heavy structural repairs and 

mechanical maintenance through to 

woodworking, painting, glazing and final finishing. 

Alongside them is the Southern Railway Coach 

Group, whose volunteers focus on restoring and 

preserving the railway's remarkable collection of 

Southern Railway coaching stock. Their work helps 

preserve vehicles that are not only historically 

significant in their own right but also allows 

authentic Southern Railway train formations to 

continue operating for future generations. 

Then there is the Bluebell Goods Division, a 
dedicated volunteer group responsible for the 

Above: Members of the trimming team working on fixed seats for a Pullman car.  
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Railway's historic wagon fleet. While passenger 

coaches often take centre stage, goods wagons 

tell an equally important story about Britain's 

railway heritage. The team undertakes repairs, 

restoration and conservation work on everything 

from open wagons and vans to brake vans and 

engineering vehicles, ensuring this vital part of 

railway history is not forgotten. 

Each group brings together volunteers with 

different interests, different skills and different 

experiences – but all share the same goal: 

preserving history through practical action. 

THE CRAFTSMANSHIP YOU NEVER SEE 

One of the most fascinating areas within Carriage 

& Wagon Engineering is also one that many 

visitors never realise exists. 

Hidden away is the Trim Shop. 

Led by Steve Bigg, the Trim Shop has grown into a 

remarkable team of around 20 volunteers who 

now work together across four days a week 

restoring the interiors of our historic carriages. 

From rebuilding seat frames and fitting traditional 

moquette to recreating upholstery masterpieces 

using time-honoured techniques, the team's work 

brings our coaches back to life in a way that 

visitors immediately appreciate, even if they never 

realise the craftsmanship behind it. 

It is a wonderful example of what volunteering can 

achieve. Through Steve's leadership, the team has 

grown into a thriving and highly skilled group that 

is currently fully staffed – a fantastic achievement 

and a testament to the enthusiasm and dedication 

of its volunteers. 

The Trim Shop also demonstrates something 

important. Heritage railways are not simply 

preserving vehicles; they are preserving the 

traditional crafts and skills needed to restore 

them.  

KEEPING THE FLEET IN SERVICE 

Whilst restoration projects often attract attention, 
much of the department's work is focused on 

something equally important – keeping today's 

operational fleet available for tomorrow's trains. 

Every carriage in service undergoes routine 

examinations, inspections and planned 

maintenance. Doors need to be adjusted, windows 

repaired, brake systems inspected, heating 

equipment maintained and defects rectified 

before coaches can safely return to traffic. 

Behind every operating day is a carefully planned 

maintenance programme ensuring that visitors 

can enjoy reliable, comfortable and safe journeys 

aboard our historic trains. 

Much like our locomotive fleet, there is always 

another coach waiting for attention. 

LEARNING SKILLS... AND PASSING THEM ON 

One of the greatest strengths of the Carriage & 

Wagon Department is that it welcomes people at 

every stage of their journey. 

Many of today's highly skilled volunteers first 

walked through the workshop doors with no 

previous railway experience at all. They arrived 

with enthusiasm, curiosity and a willingness to 
learn. Working alongside experienced volunteers, 

they gradually developed skills that have become 

invaluable to the Railway. 

That opportunity still exists today. 

If you've ever wondered whether you could help, 

the answer is almost certainly yes. 

However, alongside recruiting new volunteers, the 

department also faces another challenge. 

Many of the traditional skills required to restore 

historic railway vehicles are becoming increasingly 

rare. Woodworking, joinery, welding, fabrication, 

coach painting, electrical work and heritage 

restoration techniques all need to be passed on if 

they are not to disappear. 

We are therefore not only looking for enthusiastic 

people with little or no previous experience – we 

are also particularly keen to hear from those who 

already possess specialist skills through their 

careers, hobbies or previous employment. 

If you are a carpenter, joiner, welder, fabricator, 

electrician, painter, or have experience in 

traditional engineering, your knowledge could 

make an enormous difference. 
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Not only could you help restore some of Britain's 

most significant historic railway vehicles, but you 

could also help train and mentor the next 

generation of volunteers, ensuring these specialist 

skills continue long into the future. 

Every new volunteer helps restore a carriage. 

Every experienced volunteer helps preserve a 

craft. 

MORE THAN ROLLING STOCK 

When visitors admire one of our beautifully 

restored heritage coaches, they see the finished 

product. 

What they don't see are the thousands of 

volunteer hours, the countless cups of tea, the 

decades of accumulated knowledge, the specialist 

craftsmanship and the friendships that have 

developed whilst bringing that vehicle back to life. 

That is what truly keeps our heritage rolling. 

In the next edition of this series, we'll swap the 

workshop for the great outdoors as we discover 

the volunteers who maintain the very foundations 

of the Bluebell Railway. From track maintenance 

and infrastructure projects to vegetation 

management and station maintenance, we'll 

explore what it really takes to keep the railway 

safe, operational and ready for another day's 

service. 

If you are interested in becoming part of the Team 

at the Bluebell Railway, the Railway is always 

looking for new volunteers across a wide range of 

departments. To find out more, contact Volunteer 

Co-ordinator Neil Westoby at 

volunteer.coordinator@bluebell-railway.com or 

complete the volunteer application form.

Loco Wish List 
By John Hutchins, Loco Operations Department Manager

No, we aren’t canvassing for a Billinton K class, nor to mount an expedition to locate the Stroudley Terrier 
lost deep in a South American jungle. But we do have a continuing need for materials to keep the Loco Yard 

running at peak efficiency, ensuring that our locomotives are properly prepared and depart for the day’s duty 
in the immaculate condition that the Railway is known for.  

And that’s where we can help – department volunteer Nick Simpson has put together an Amazon Wish List 

covering those items, big and small, without which we can’t function. So whether it is a set of steps for 
accessing the upper parts of our locos, or a pair of wire brushes, hopefully there is something for all budgets. 

Think you could help? Then please see our Amazon Wish List – all donations will be gratefully received and of 

huge value to the Railway. And Amazon will take care of all the logistics – so anything purchased from this 

list is automatically sent straight to the Loco Department. Lending a helping hand could not be any easier! 

 

mailto:volunteer.coordinator@bluebell-railway.com
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=SAmR2zQ2xEaCoITgT4PY9sbgTC-DHU5JizybHjakCE9UMlZHTlU0SkZSNk00RzJEUDFDS0NPSFdMRy4u&origin=QRCode
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2DO6AKL2EATH4?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2DO6AKL2EATH4?ref_=wl_share
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100 Years of the ACE 

With the completion of its network of lines west of Exeter at the end of the nineteenth century, the London & 

South Western Railway began running a mid-morning through train from Waterloo, initially called the “North 
Cornwall Express”. However, by the Grouping in 1923, the name had lapsed, although there was still a year-

round departure starting at 11am for destinations in Devon and Cornwall. The newly-formed Southern 

Railway took a more proactive view of publicity, naming its new express passenger locomotives (an update of 

the LSWR N15 class) the “King Arthur” class, after characters associated with Arthurian Legend. At the same 
time, the Board decided that its premier express should carry a name, and a competition was held amongst 

staff to come up with suggestions. The winning entry came from Mr F. Rowland, a guard from Woking, who 

suggested The Atlantic Coast Express, for which suggestion he was awarded three guineas. 

The inaugural train ran on 19 July 1926, and to celebrate the 100th anniversary Jon Bowers staged an evening 

photo charter at Horsted Keynes – on a day of blazing sunshine! 

Jon writes: 

Last year's attempt at an evening "passing shots" charter at HK was compromised by lineside fires 

leading to a very late start. Having seen the potential it seemed rude not to try again, and thankfully this 

year everything went perfectly to plan!  

Photo: Nick Martin 



 

THE BLUEBELL TIMES – A Newsletter for Bluebell Railway Members, Staff and Supporters | ISSUE 83, 10 July 2026 13  
 

 

 

 

 

My thanks to everyone involved on the operations side for braving the heat to ensure everything ran 

smoothly; to Graham for keeping his station uniform on for an extra hour to pose for us; to Paul, Gary 

and Andy for helping with the temporary removal of modern items from the station platforms and 

applying the "set dressing"; to Martin for manning the buffet; to the loco and C&W teams for making the 

rolling stock available; to the Infrastructure team for "hiding" the diggers in the Ardingly triangle; and of 

course to the participants for supporting the event. Thanks also to Roger Cruse for being receptive to my 

idea of celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the Atlantic Coast Express by letting us borrow the Bulleid 

Society's headboard. If you squint, some of the scenes could almost be the early 1960s somewhere on the 

West of England mainline... 

Finally, I'd like to add a special thank you to everyone who stayed very late on a hot Thursday evening to 

complete the pre-charter shunting, clearing the stock from P1 (which didn't finish until nearly 7pm 

following a 3-hour hiatus due to a signalling fault). Thanks also to Ali from S&T for fixing said signalling 

fault. While these preparations are invisible to the charter participants, they made all the difference to 

the shots we obtained and so your efforts are massively appreciated from my perspective. 

Photo: Dave Bowles 
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Archive Update 
By Chris Wilson, Bluebell Railway archive volunteer

This month we have added a bumper upload of 

1089 images to the Bluebell Railway Museum – 

Southern Railways Archive website.  

We have 100 further images from Jim Aston, 241 

colour images from John J. Smith, 200 from John 

Scrace and 548 from Joe Kent. 

All photographs currently available to purchase 

can be viewed in our Archive Online Store: 

https://southern-railways-archive.com/shop/  

There are various ways to search for images on the 

new website, including a quick search that looks 

across the photograph description. There are also 

more specific search options for class, number, 

name, location and date, together with filters for 

photographers and tags. Tags include coaches, 

Pullmans, signals and signal boxes, stations and 

many other subjects. 

Every photograph sold directly helps the 

Photograph Archive, providing much-needed 

funds for conservation and storage materials. 

If you have a collection of photographs, negatives, 

slides or digital images that you would be 

interested in depositing with the Archive, so that 

they can be preserved for the future, please get in 

touch by emailing enquiries@southern-railways-

archive.com  

Our new website includes information about the 

Archive, the collections we hold, and how you can 

visit and support us. You can explore it at: 

https://southern-railways-archive.com/  

BR(S) E4 class 32557 at Brighton Station, on Sunday 8 July 1951  

Photo:  J.H.W. Kent [025100] 

https://southern-railways-archive.com/shop/
mailto:enquiries@southern-railways-archive.com
mailto:enquiries@southern-railways-archive.com
https://southern-railways-archive.com/
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Carriage Shop Donates £1,000 
By Chris Wilson, Carriage Shop volunteer

This month the Carriage Shop team is pleased 

to donate a total of £1,000, which has been 

raised through the sale of second-hand models 

and books. 

£500 has been donated to the Southern Railway 

Coach Group and £500 to the Bluebell Railway 

Goods Division, to support both groups’ 
important restoration work. 

You can find out more about the Southern 

Railway Coach Group by visiting: www.bluebell-

railway.co.uk/sr-coach-group/ 

For information about the Bluebell Railway 

Goods Division, visit: www.bluebell-

railway.co.uk/bluebell/wagon/ 

The Carriage Shop is open every weekend 

throughout July and August. For up-to-date 

opening dates and times, please visit: 

facebook.com/BluebellRailwayCarriageShop 

The Carriage Shop was established in 1989 and 

is operated entirely by volunteers, with the sole 

purpose of raising funds to support projects 

across the Bluebell Railway. 

We are always looking for donations of model 

railway items, Thomas the Tank Engine books 

or toys, and railway and transport books. If you 

can help, please get in touch: 

bluebellrailwaycarriageshop@gmail.com 

Thank you to everyone who has made a 

purchase or donated items to us. 
Tony Clements from the Southern Railway Coach Group (left)  

and Matt Lander (right) from Bluebell Railway Goods Division. 

https://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/sr-coach-group/
https://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/sr-coach-group/
https://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/bluebell/wagon/
https://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/bluebell/wagon/
https://www.facebook.com/BluebellRailwayCarriageShop
mailto:bluebellrailwaycarriageshop@gmail.com
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On This Day, July 10 
By Tony Hillman, Deputy Curator 

Pictures from the archive this month were all taken on the 10 July. Thanks to Martin Elms, Richard Peirce,  

Chris Sutton, Roger Merry-Price and Chris Wilson for finding the pictures and researching the notes.

On Sunday 10 July 1949 the roofless seven-road 

Eastbourne Shed (75G) was well filled with a 

variety of engines. At that time the RCTS recorded 

the allocation of the shed as twenty active locos 

plus fourteen stored, all ex-LBSCR types and 

mainly tank engines. Other types visited such as 

the WD 2-8-0 under repair in the centre of the 
picture. The shed ceased to exist in its own right 

on 12 September 1952 when it became a sub-shed 

of Brighton (75A). Unlike Brighton’s other sub-

shed at Newhaven where there was a fairly 

constant allocation, at Eastbourne diagrams were 

arranged such that engines were changed on a 

regular basis.  

By November 1954 seven locos were stabled each 

night comprising: 3 x 2-6-4Ts of BR and LMR 

types, 2 x E4 or E5X 0-6-2Ts,1 x C Class 0-6-0 and 

1 x H Class 0-4-4T. This situation continued until 

May 1964, when with the rundown of steam on the 

Central Division it became a sub-shed of Redhill 

(75B), and then until June 1965 when scheduled 

steam was eliminated with the closure to 

passengers of the Cuckoo Line north of Hailsham. 

Over the years, there were three separate shed 

structures at Eastbourne. The first, a two-road 

dead end shed located on the north side of the 

station, opened on 14 May 1849. This was 

demolished in 1876 and replaced by the second, an 

eight track semi-roundhouse located on the north 

side of the line at the east end of Eastbourne 

station. This was closed and demolished in 1912, 

replaced by a third shed  in 1911, a seven-road 
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straight shed providing much-needed 

accommodation, although its duties were greatly 

reduced after electrification in 1935. The spare 

accommodation thus created was used for storing 

withdrawn locos awaiting scrapping at Ashford 

Works. The shed was damaged by bombing in 

WW2 and never repaired, and it remained in a 

semi-derelict state until it was abandoned in 1968 

and demolished in 1969. 

Photo: J J Smith [047777]

Wareham station looking west, towards 

Dorchester, on Wednesday 10 July 1963. The 

station was the junction for the branch to 

Swanage although the physical junction is 

approximately 1 mile to the west at Worgret 

Junction. 

The photograph shows passengers waiting for a 

Weymouth to Bournemouth Central local which is 

just arriving at Platform 3 behind BR Standard 4 

2-6-0 76008 of Salisbury (70E). Some, possibly all, 

will have started their journeys at either Swanage 

or Corfe Castle, having arrived in the Maunsell 

pull-push set sitting in Platform 4 behind ex-LSWR 

M7 0-4-4T 30108 of Bournemouth (71B). 

The station was originally opened on 1 June 1847 

on a site to the east of the then road level crossing 

but was moved westwards to its present site on 4 

April 1887.  By that date the branch to Swanage 

had opened (on 20 May 1885) and the new station 

was equipped with two island platforms, the outer 

platforms serving western-facing bays for the 

Swanage branch trains. The branch trains would 

normally arrive on Platform 4 to connect with an 

Up service, as depicted here, but would then shunt 

across to Platform 1 to connect with a down 

service.  The Swanage branch closed from 3 

January 1972 but subsequently re-opened as a 

Heritage Line between Norden and Swanage. 

After years of battling to reinstate a branch line 

service between Swanage and the main line at 

Wareham a passenger service was trialled in 2017 

and 2023.  However, the Swanage Railway decided 

in 2024 that the service, whilst operationally a 
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success, was not commercially viable and could 

only continue if subsided in the future, so far to no 

avail. 

30108 was built at Eastleigh in 1904, being fitted 

for ‘air’ pull-push in 1930.  It was withdrawn from 

Bournemouth shed in May 1964. 

76008 was built at Horwich in 1952 and was for all 

its life allocated to the Southern Region. It was 

withdrawn in May 1967 from Bournemouth shed 

(by then re-coded 70F). 

Photo:  Alan Postlethwaite [050108]

In the summer of 1958, JJ Smith visited the 

Republic of Ireland to photograph County 

Donegal’s narrow gauge system in the year before 
it closed. On Thursday 10 July he captured this 

image of a railcar with two vans standing at 

Donegal Station. 

The station was opened in 1889 by the West 

Donegal Railway at the end of its 3-foot (914 mm) 

gauge line from Stranorlar. The first section of this 

railway from Strabane had been built to 5ft 3in 

(1600 mm) gauge but was converted in 1894.   

In 1893 the line was extended from Donegal to 

Killybegs and in 1905 Donegal became a junction 

when a branch was opened to Ballyshannon. In 

1906 the 3-foot gauge network became part of the 

County Donegal Railways Joint Committee 

(CDRJC) system. It would eventually comprise 

more than 100 miles of route and include lines to 

Londonderry, Letterkenny and Glenties.  

In an effort to save costs, the CDRJC became a 

pioneer of diesel power, introducing the first diesel 

railcar in the British Isles in 1930.  It subsequently 

ordered several articulated versions from Walker 

Brothers of Wigan between 1934 and 1951 and 

they became synonymous with County Donegal. 

The photograph shows one of them, possibly 

number 16, built in 1936.  The railcars had a single 

cab and could not be worked in multiple, requiring 

them to be turned on turntables at each terminus.  
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Affected by motor competition, the CDRJC 

network started to shut down from 1947. By 1958 

the daily service through Donegal consisted of 

around four or five daily services from Strabane 

and a similar frequency on the lines to 

Ballyshannon and Killybegs. The whole system 

closed on 1 January 1960.  

Donegal’s station buildings were restored by the 
County Donegal Railway Restoration Society and 

in 1995 became the home of the Donegal Railway 

Centre. The only fully operational original Donegal 

railcar, number 18, now runs along the shores of 

Lough Finn on the preserved Fintown Railway.   

Photo:  JJ Smith [044896]

Feedback – the Oldest Railway Company?
A caption for an “On This Day” photo in the 
previous issue of The Bluebell Times stated: 

The Swilly continued to run bus services until HMRC 

forced it into liquidation in 2014. At that time, it was 

the oldest railway company in the world to continue 

trading. 

This was queried by a reader, who wrote: 

The Londonderry and Lough Swilly Railway 

may have been the oldest railway in Ireland. 

I think you will find the Ffestiniog Railway is 

the oldest and still operating railway 

company. It was set up by act of parliament 

in 1832 during the reign of King 

George IV.  

The confusion seems to arise from a slight 

misreading of the original caption. The caption 

says "oldest railway company in the world to 

continue trading". The L&LS Railway Company 

traded continuously as a commercial concern (i.e. 

without a break) from 1853 to 2014 albeit from 
1953 only operating buses. The Ffestiniog started 

in 1832 but it closed in 1946 (and therefore trading 

ceased) until being rescued in the 1950s. It has 

therefore not traded continuously. 

Perhaps an honourable draw can be declared? Up 

to 2014, the L&LSR held the distinction of being 

the oldest railway company with a continuous 

trading existence, whereas the Ffestiniog can 

justly claim to be the oldest railway company still 

in existence, albeit with a break. 
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Tail Lamp 
If you’ve enjoyed this issue of The Bluebell Times, feel free to pass it on 

to other people you think might also like to read it. 

To find out when the next issue is out and for other updates about the 

Bluebell Railway, check our website or follow us on Facebook, Twitter 

and Instagram. 

Contributors to this issue:

 Gavin Bennett 

 Jon Bowers 

 Dave Bowles 

 John Creasey 

 Peter Edwards  

 Martin Elms 

 Tony Hillman 

 Chris Hunford 

 Tom James 

 Matt Lander 

 Keith Leppard 

 Nick Martin 

 Roger Merry-Price 

 Richard Peirce 

 Steve Pilcher 

 Chris Sutton 

 Harry Watson 

 Roy Watts 

 Chris Wilson 

 

The 
Bluebell 

Times 
A Newsletter for 
Bluebell Railway 

Members, Staff and 
Supporters  

 

The Bluebell Times is published 

monthly on the second Friday 
of each month. The next issue 

is scheduled to be available 

on 8 August 2026 from  
 bluebell-railway.com/bluebell-times 

If you have any comments or 

feedback about this issue or 

suggestions for future articles 

or features, contact: 

The Bluebell Times editor  

Tom James  
bluebelltimes@bluebell-railway.com  

 

Photo: Peter Edwards 

https://www.bluebell-railway.com/
https://www.facebook.com/bluebellrailway
https://twitter.com/bluebellrailway
https://instagram.com/bluebell_railway
https://www.bluebell-railway.com/bluebell-times
mailto:bluebelltimes@bluebell-railway.com
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